






Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
Imperial County, Califarnia 

Archives Search Report - Findings 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

0 1.1 Authority 

In 1986, Congress established the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) 
at 10 United State Code (USC) 2701 et seq. This program directed the Secretary of 
Defense to “carry out a program of environmental restoration at facilities under the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary.” 

In March 1990, the Environmental Protection Agency @PA) issued a revised National 
Contingency Plan (NCP). Under 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.120, EPA 
designated the Department of Defense (DoD) to be the removal response authority for 
incidents involving DoD military weapons and munitions under the jurisdiction, custody 
and control of DoD. 

Since the beginning of this program, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers acts as the 
agency responsible for environmental restoration at Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS). Beginning in 1990, the U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville 
(CEHNC) serves as the Center of Expertise (CX) and Design Center for Ordnance and 
Explosives. 

1.2 SUBJECT 

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) is located in Imperial County, 
California, approximately 10 miles northwest of the City of El Centro. The Army 
originally acquired 8,960.2 acres in 1941. Since that time, several acquisitions and 
disposals have occurred. The site has been use by the Army, Navy, and the Marine Corps 
for various purposes. Overlapping portions of the site are also known as the El Centro 
National Guard Rifle Range, the Parachute Test Range, and West Mesa. Therefore, the 
subject site evaluated in this report represents all associated lands disposed of by DoD 
and includes lands beyond the established boundaries of the former firing range. 
Similarly, it does not include lands within the former boundaries of the combat firing 
range that remain under DoD control. 

1.3 PURPOSE 

The Archives Search Report (ASR) compiles information obtained through historical 
research at various archives and records holding facilities, interviews with persons 
associated with the site or its operations, and personal visits to the site. All efforts were 
directed towards determining possible use or disposal of ordnance or chemical warfare 
materials on the site. Particular emphasis was placed on establishing the types, 
quantities, and areas of disposal. Information obtained during this process was used in 
developing recommendations for further actions at the site. 

0 
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1.4 SCOPE 

That portion of the former combat firing range, and associated sites, no longer under DoD 
control, consisting of 2,640 acres, was evaluated in assessing the potential for OE 
contamination. It is designated as DERP-FUDS Project No. JO9CAO29101. 

This report presents the history of the site, description and characterization of the 
immediate surrounding area, real estate ownership information, findings of a visual field 
survey, and OE site analysis, including an evaluation of potential ordnance 
contamination. A separate Executive Summary supplements these ASR FINDINGS and 
furnishes the CONCLUSIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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2.0 PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS 

2.1 CORPS OF ENGINEERS DOCUMENTS a 
Under the Defense Environmental Restoration program (DERP), the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Los Angeles District had prepared an Inventory Project Report (INPR), dated 
5 April 1998. The INPR provides that net DOD acquisitions associated with this site 
totaled 9,120.2 acres, of which 2,640 are identified as eligible for DERP-FUDS. A copy 
of the INPR is included in Appendix D. 

2.2 OTHER REPORTS 

No other engineering or environmental study reports were found for this site. 
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3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

a 3.1 LAND USAGE 

3.1.1 Location 

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) site, consisting of 2,640 acres, 
represents that portion of the former range facility that is no longer under DOD control. 
The majority of the original range is an active DOD reservation. 

The CSCFR site, as addressed in this ASR, is located about 10 miles northwest of El 
Centro, Imperial County, California. The site occupies portions of Sections 32, 33, and 
34 of Township 14 South, Range 12 East; and all of Sections 3,4,5,  and a portion of 
Section 9 of Township 15 South, Range 12 East. The former f i n g  range lies primarily 
within Section 9 with the remaining acreage being the safety fan. 

3.1.2 Past Use 

Prior to DoD acquiring the site it was public lands of a nonspecific use. 

3.1.3 Present Use 

The site is public land used for recreational purposes. The former range proper is still 
used as such by the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association under lease from BLM. 

3.2 CLIMATIC DATA 

Climatological data for this site was taken from a weather station office located in Yuma 
(50 miles east of the site). This data is presented in TABLE 3.2.1. 

Yuma has a desert climate. Winter is a period of mostly clear skies and abundant 
sunshine. Yuma records a higher percentage of time with sunshine than any other place 
in the United States. Even in December and January, Yuma averages more than eight 
hours of sunshine a day. Summers in the lower Colorado River Valley are long and hot. 
Afternoon temperatures reach at least loo" Fahrenheit (F) on the average from June 4 to 
September 24, and at least 105" F from June 22 to August 26. Temperatures over 120" F 
have occurred. From mid July to mid September, moisture-laden air from the Gulf of 
California frequently invades the area. The water content of the air is higher than might 
be expected over a desert area. a 
Precipitation in the Yuma area is sparse. Average annual precipitation is less than three 
inches. The wettest years have produced less than 12 inches, and the driest years less 
than one inch. Snow is rare in the Yuma area, but amounts less than two inches in a 
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winter season have been recorded. Peak wind gusts have been recorded at 66 knots from 
the southeast (September 1976). 

TABLE 3.2.1 

Climatological Data for 
Yuma, Arizona 

Source: International Station Meteorological Climate Summary, Version 4.0 CD ROM, 
September 1996. Jointly produced by: Department of the Navy - Fleet Numerical 
Meteorology and Oceanography Detachment, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration- National Climate Center and the U.S. Air Force Environmental 
Technical Application Center. 
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DEPTH 
(in) 

0-9 

9-60 

3.3 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

SOIL DESCRIPTION PERCENTAGE PASSING LIQUID P U S -  
SIEVE NUMBER LIMIT TICITYI 

#4 #40 a00 
NDEX 

Fine sand 100 50-80 10-25 --- NP 

Sand, fine sand 100 40-85 5-30 --- NP 

3.3.1 Geology 0 
The former Camp Seeley site is located in the Salton Trough section of the Basin and Range 
physiographic province. This section is characterized by desert alluvial slopes and deltaic 
plains. The site is located just over fifty miles to the north of the northern tip of the Gulf of 
California. The Salton Trough is a rift valley that owes its existence to the same tectonic 
forces that created the gulf. 

Structurally, the Salton Trough section is a complexly faulted graben. There are three major 
northwest-trending fault systems in the southwestern portion of Imperial County. The faults 
are, from northeast to southwest, the San Andreas, San Jacinto, and Elsinore faults. These 
faults exhibit right-lateral and vertical movement. 

The site is located on the Palm Spring Formation of Cenozoic age. The geology of the 
formation is interbedded nonmarine, light gray, arkosic sandstone and reddish clay. 
Folds are displayed along the margins of the Salton trough, in the vicinity of the Winona 
Bombing Target sites. These folds were produced where the young, Cenozoic 
sedimentary filling has been uplifted. 

3.3.2 Soils 

The majority of the soils on the surface of the Camp Seeley site are nearly level, well 
drained and somewhat excessively drained fine sand and loamy fine sand in alluvial basins 
and on alluvial fans and terraces. They were formed in alluvial or eolian sands from diverse 
sources. Typically, the soil is reddish yellow or pinkish yellow, fine sand to a depth of 60 
inches. 

Permeability is rapid, and available water capacity is low. Surface runoff is moderate to 
fast, and the hazard of erosion is moderate. There is a high hazard of soil blowing and 
abrasion to young plants. A typical profile of the site soils is shown in Table 3-1 below. 

11 Table 3-1. Soil Profile II 

Table modified from Soil Survey of Imperial County, CA. 
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There is little or no potential for frost development in the soil at the Camp Seeley site. 

3.4 HYDROLOGY 

3.4.1 Surface Water 

Since this site is located in such an arid region, there is very little runoff from this site. 
There are a number of small, intermittent streams located along the western and southern 
portions of this site. When they are flowing, they flow into either sandy soils where 
moisture is absorbed or into canals. The southern portion of this site will drain into 
Fillaree Canal. The northern and eastern portions of this site (if enough water is present) 
eventually drain into Thistle Canal. No United States Geological Survey stream gaging 
stations exist at this site. 

3.4.2 Ground Water 

The Camp Seeley site area is underlain by a regionally extensive system of desert basins. 
These desert or drainage basins receive the majority of their recharge from precipitation 
runoff from the surrounding mountains and the Salton Sea to the north. The water is 
absorbed and held by the coarse-grained Quaternary alluvial sediments. The water is 
therefore unconfined. The depth to groundwater fluctuates greatly due to the surplus or lack 
of precipitation in the area. 

The land is dry and must be irrigated to be used for pastureland or farmland. There are 
extensive irrigation systems throughout the surrounding areas for both domestic and farm 
use. 

3.5 ECOLOGY 

The information provided for this site has been compiled from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Game and Fish 
have indicated that the following Federally listed, proposed, candidate and species of 
concern, and state listed threatened, endangered or rare species may occur within 
Imperial County. No additional information on rare or unusual ecosystems for the project 
site was given. 
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Bufo alvarius * I ScientiGc Name I Common Name I Group I Fed. 
Status 

Colorado river toad Amphibian 
Scaphiopus couchii 
Accipiter cooperii 
Falco mexicanus 

LateraIIus jamaicensis coturniculus 
Charadrius montanus 

RaIIus Iongirostris yumanensis 
Sterna Nilotica 
Rynchops niger 

Couch's Spadefoot Amphibian 
Cooper's hawk Bird 
Prairie falcon Bird 

California black rail Bird 
Mountain plover Bird PT 

Yuma clapper rail Bird E 
Gull-billed tern Bird 
Black skimmer Bird 

Coccyzus americanus occidentdis I Western yellow-billed cuckoo I Bird I 

St. 
status 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
CAT 
csc 
CAT 
csc 
csc 
CAE 
CAE 
csc 
csc 
CAE 
CAE 
CAE 

csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
CAE 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
csc 
CAE 
CAE 
CAE 
CAT 
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Key to Listings 
E .- Endangered 
T _ _  mreatened 
PE --Proposed Endangered 
PT _- Proposed Threatened 
C -- Candidate Taxon, Ready for Proposal 
SC -- Other species of concern to the Service 
SCx _- Other species of concern to the Serke, 
possibIy exhpated 6om the area 

D -- DeIisted 
(CH) -- Critical Habitat 
CAE --State Listed Endangered 
CAT -- State Listed Threatened 
CAR .*State Rare Species 
CSC -- State Fish and Game Species of Concern 

Federally endangered and threatened species are protected by Federal law and must be 
considered prior to project development. If the action agency determines that listed 
species or critical habitat may be adversely affected by a federally funded, permitted, or 
authorized activity, the action agency must request formal consultation with the Service. 
Candidate species are those for which there is sufficient information to support a proposal 
for listing. Although candidate species have no legal protection under the Act, the Service 
recommends that they be considered in the planning process in the event that they 
become listed or proposed for listing prior to project completion. 

No additional information on the Occurrence of rare or endangered species or natural 
communities is known at this time. This does not mean that other State or Federally listed 
species may not be present within the areas of interest. An on site inspection by 
appropriate state and federal personnel may be necessary to verify the presence, absence 
or location of listed species, or natural communities if remedial action is recommended as 
part of the final ASR. 
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IPopulation, percent change, 1990 to 2000 

3.6 Demographics 

30.2% I 13.6% 1 
]Population, 2000 ] 142,361 1 33,871,6481 

? 
o 

Persons reporting some other race, percent, 2000 (a) I 39.1% 16.8% 

Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2000 3.6% 4.7% 
Female oersons. Dercent. 2000 47 .avo 50.2%1 

la !Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2000 f 7.7% 1 7.3%1 

@ IManufacturers shipments, 1997 ($1000) 

Q, IRetail sales, 1997 ($1000) 

241,643 379,612,443 

983,394 263.1 18,346 

I 

rsons under 18 years old, percent, 2000 f 31.4% 1 27.3%1 
/& ]Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2000 1 10.0% 1 10.6%] 
I -  I I i I? /White persons, percent, 2000 (a) I 49.4% I 59.5% I 

/a ]White Dersons. not of HisDanicflatino oriain. Dercent. 2000 1 20.2% I 46.7%1 " . .  . I  I I 

s) IHigh school graduates, persons 25 years and over, 1990 ! 32,4001 14,244,971 

hl1Colleae araduates. Dersons 25 vears and over. 1990 I 5.9361 4.366.6741 I I . .  " -  . .  1-1 

]=]Housing units, 2000 I 43,891 1 12,214,549 
kl1HomeownershiD rate, 2000 I 58.3% 1 

0 Persons per household, 2000 3.33 ---- 
Households with persons under 18, percent,2000 53.4% 39.7% I 

OIMedian household money income, 1997 model-based estimate $23,3591 $39,595 

IPersons below poverty, percent, 1997 model-based esdmate 30.3% I 16.v 

P ,  I ,  . r  I 

@ - INonemployer . .. establishments, 1998 I 4,3521 1,971,388 

!Retail sales oer caoita. 1997 I $8.1671 

]Women-owned firms. oercent of total. 1997 I 15.9% I I ._  

uthorited by building permits, 2000 I 7731 
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JLand area, 2000 Issuare miles) 1 4,1751 155,9591 
I I .  I 

p [Persons per square mile, 2000 i 34.1 f 217.2; 
1 a I MetroDolitan Area I None 1 I 
(a) Includes persons reporting only one race. 
(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories. 

For additional demographic information, go to the following internet link: 
http://quickfacts.census,gov/qfd/states/O6/0607 1 .  html 
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4.0 HISTORICAL ORDNANCE USAGE 

4.1 HISTORICAL SITE SUMMARY 

4.1.1 General Site History 
a 

In November 1940, elements of the Eleventh U S .  Cavalry Regiment began to arrive in 
the very small town of Seeley, approximately 8 miles west of El Centro, CA. The 
Eleventh Cavalry, a portion of which also moved to Camp Morena, had been organized 
into two line squadrons of three troops each. Each troop included three rifle platoons of 
three squads, a light machine gun platoon, and a troop headquarters. The Regimental 
Headquarters and Service Troop consisted of staff and communications (pack radio) 
platoons, transportation platoon and a platoon of armored scout cars. The Machine Gun 
Troop comprised platoons of caliber .30 and 30  caliber heavy machine guns. Special 
Weapons troop had 8 1 mm mortars and S O  caliber machine guns (Fifield n.d.). 

The military conducted the movement of the Eleventh Cavalry and attachments from 
Monterey, CA, to Seeley in three phases. The advance detachment, which arrived on 6 
November, consisted of elements from the HQ & Service Troop, Troop B, and a Medical 
Detachment. On 17 November the main force arrived with the following subordinate 
units: HQ & Service Troop, Band, Troop A, Machine Gun (MG) Troop, Troop B, 
Medical Detachment, Veterinarian Detachment, and the 1" Squadron Detachment. On 18 
November, remaining elements from the HQ and Service Troop, 1'' Squadron 
Detachment, Troop A, Troop B, MG Troop, Band, and the Medical Detachment, arrived 
by motor transport (Hathaway 1940). With the troops several hundred horses also 
arrived. 

On leased land one mile north of the town of Seeley, the military built Camp Seeley, a 
tent camp with temporary structures. Once settled in camp and scouting of the area, the 
Eleventh Cavalry conducted by mounted and dismounted drills. Officers instructed 
troops in all phases of military tactics, the use of machine guns, rifles, pistols, map- 
making, and reconnaissance. 

The 11" Cavalry constructed the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range in the vicinity of the 
cantonment area of Camp Seeley for marksmanship training. The Camp Seeley Combat 
Firing Range consisted of firing lines and an abutment. A sandstone bluff rises behind 
the abutment. Due to the significant amount of acreage acquired, the Army also used the 
area for maneuver purposes (Sykes 1940). 

The Regiment stayed at Camp Seeley for a short time, just nearly over a year, while 
waiting for the completion of Camp Lockett at Campo, San Diego County, where the 
military planned the troops to be stationed to guard the border and the San Diego and 
Arizona railroad. 

0 

On 9 December 1941, the Eleventh Cavalry left Camp Seeley. However, a small 
caretaker detachment remained at the camp to maintain the post and the Combat Firing 
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Range since the military scheduled the Eleventh Cavalry to return in the spring and fall 
for target practice (Imperial Valley Press 1941). 

Near the end of the spring in 1942, the Army established Camp Seeley as the base of 
operations for an Ordnance Desert Proving Ground, also known as the Ordnance Desert 
Test Center. The Ordnance Branch designated the Ordnance Desert Test Command to 
evaluate the capability and endurance of vehicles, equipment, and materials under harsh 
conditions. 

Toward the end of World War I1 the Office of the Chief of Ordnance conducted a review 
of its ordnance installations under the military’s mobilization plan (Lutes 1944). In 
concurrence with the Chief of Ordnance, the War Department deactivated the Camp 
Seeley Ordnance Desert Proving Ground on 29 February 1944 (Wells 1944). The War 
Department transferred jurisdiction of the installation to the 9” Service Command. In 
March 1945 the Army terminated its lease of the land for Camp Seeley and the Combat 
Firing Range. The Department of Interior assumed custody of the property. 

Toward the end of World War 11, the Navy took an interest in the land in the proximity of 
the town of Seeley and in the area of the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range in order to 
establish a Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS). Eventually, the Navy acquired substantial 
acreage from the Department of Interior, Imperial Valley authorities, and private owners 
for a recovery parachute test range, gunnery training facilities, and air-to-ground target 
ranges (Cupples 1950) (KEA Environmental, Inc. 1994). 

After World War 11, the California National Guard sought use of the former Camp Seeley 
Combat Firing Range area. The California National Guard requested an inspection of the 
area by the 6“ Army. In June 1954, inspectors from the 6” Army conducted a detailed 
survey of the area and provided an inspection report to the Commander, Sixth Army, 
which describes a “rifle range” of firing lines from 500, 300,200, and 100 yards with an 
“additional area needed for impact area” (Doucette 1953). 

The inspection report describes a “20 point range” with only “five target frames in usable 
condition”. The inspection report continues by a detailed description that notes “the butts 
are full of drifted sand with a 10 inch reinforced concrete retaining wall on the parapet 
side of the butts. The normal beaten zone is approximately 75 yards from the butts as a 
sand stone bluff rises approximately 25 feet in elevation at this point. These sand stone 
hills continue for approximately seven miles from the range. The firing lines have eroded 
away and will have to be built up although they have and can be used in present 
condition.” A map attached to the inspection report reflects range fans, an impact area, 
and ricochet danger zones. The inspectors also state “the US Navy has an aerial gunnery 
range % section west of the west boundary of the present and proposed range area”. 
The California National Guard designated HQ & HQ Company, 1” Battalion, 11 1“ 
Armored Cavalry Regiment (L), located in El Centro, CA, as the responsible unit for 
supply of range material and targets for the range which then became known as the El 
Centro Rifle Range (Weller 1953). The military acquired the necessary acreage for the 
target range from the Department of Interior. 
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The California National Guard planned the target range for basic and advanced 
marksmanship training of 750 soldiers for weapons that included rifles, carbines, pistols, 
and submachine guns with their associated caliber of .22, .30 carbine, .30 rifle, and .45 
for a maximum range of 500 yards (Fulmer 1954). However, the plot plan and sketch 
maps for the El Centro Rifle Range are inconsistent as to the maximum range for firing 
with distances annotated up to 3,500 yards (Frazier 1955). 

The National Guard used the target range for approximately two decades. According to 
interviews conducted during research, other weapon systems had also been used at the 
target range (.50 caliber machine gun, 20 mm gun, 8 1 mm mortar, 2.36 inch rocket, and 
small howitzer). Research shows that all firing other than small arms occurred within the 
“maneuver” area. The portion of the original CSCFR remains an active range. Also, 
extensive research of historical documentation did not reveal the construction of 
permanent ammunition storage facilities by the military at the site. 

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range is now leased to the Imperial Valley Rifle 
and Pistol Association and still used as a target range by various civil and law 
enforcement organizations. 

4.1.2 Summary of OE Activities 

Original plans for the target range included the use of rifles, carbines, pistols, and 
submachine guns. 

4.1.3 Summary of CWM Activities 

Research of available historical records did not provide an indication on the use chemical 
warfare materials at the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. 

4.1.4 Certificate of Clearance 

Extensive research did not reveal a Certificate of Decontamination for the site. 

4.2 Review of Historical Records 

Records relating to the history of Camp Seeley were reviewed at the following 
repositories. Under each location is a listing of all record groups or accessions that were 
researched. Also listed is a description of all documents copied relating this site. 

4.2.1 National Archives I - Washington, DC 
MilitaryKivil Reference Branches 
700 PENNSYLVANIA AvE., NW 
Washington, DC 20408-0001 
POC: Mary Frances Morrow 

0 

(202) 502-5400 
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The research team reviewed finding aids, consulted with archivists, and had a folder of 
real estate documentation on target ranges in California copied. However, the research 
team did not find pertinent information on the site. 

Record Group 153 Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army) 
Entry 56: Reservation File Sub Series I1 

Boxes 88-96 

4.2.2 National Archives I1 - College Park 
Military Reference Branch 
8601 Delphi Road 
COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001 
PO C : Wilbert Mahoney 
(301) 713-7250 

Record Group 18 Records of the Army Air Forces 
Entry 1C: Bulky Decimal Files, Confidential and Secret Decimal File, 
1945-0ct 48 

Box 448 

Entry 1 D: Decimal Files 1946-47 Confidential and Secret Correspondence File, 
1945-0ct 48 

Box 672 

Entry 1F: Bulky Decimal File 1946-47 Confidential and Secret Decimal 
Correspondence File, 1945 Oct 48 
Boxes 773-776 

Entry: Decimal File, Jan-Oct 1948 Confidential and Secret Decimal 
Correspondence File, 1945 Oct 1948 
Box 839 

Entry 2: June 44-46 Air Adjutant General Unclassified Decimal Files, Site 
Surveys 
Boxes 2277-228 1,2555-2257, and 2308-2312 

Entry 2A: , Air Adjutant General Jun 44-66; Decimal 684 
Boxes 2248,2797 and 2798 

Entry 2E: Decimal File 1948 (Unclassified Decimal Correspondence File, 
June 44 Oct 48 

Box 3188,3191 and 3192 

Entry 15: Decimal File 1939-46 
Box 37 
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Entry 46: Office of the Air Inspector, Central Decimal Correspondence Files 
Boxes 30-37 and 96-98 

Entry 47: Decimal Files 1943 
Box 1 of 1 

Entry 5: Decimal Files 1944-1945 
Box 25 

Entry 166: Central Decimal Files 1917-38, Series I1 Project Files, Sub Series I 
Airfields 

Boxes 1516-1517 

Entry 292: Oct 42-44, Air Adjutant Generals Unclassified Decimal Files 
Box 1578 

Entry 292A: Central Decimal Files Oct 42-May 1944 (General Correspondence) 
Boxes 1641 and 1642 

Entry 294: Oct 1942-44 Air Adjutant Generals Formerly Security Classified 
Bulky Decimal Files “686” 
Boxes 293, 291,950-952, and 558 

Record Group 40 General Records of the Department of Commerce 
Entry UD68: Minutes of Meetings of the Air Traffic Control Board 

Box 1 Meeting 1-109 April 7, 1941-June 23, 1942 

Record Group 7 1 Records of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Entry 101 3: Interdepartmental Air Traffic Control Board Meetings 

Boxes 1 and 2 

Record Group 77 Record of the Chief of the Corps of Engineers 
Entry 101 1: Security Classified Subject Files 1940-45 

Boxes 785 and 790-792 

Entry 106B: General Correspondence 19 18- 1945 
Box 775 

Entry 391B: Construction Completion Reports 1917-1943 (Formerly Security 
Classified) 

Boxes 14-16 

Entry 393: Historical Records of Buildings and Equipment 1905-42 
Box 304 

Entry 1023: General Correspondence, Airfields and Related Facilities 1940-45 
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Boxes 6-29,37-55, and 105-1 13 

Record Group 107 Record of the Office of the Secretary of War 
Entry 21 1: Establishment of Airfields and Air Bases 1940-45 

Boxes 203 and 208 

Record Group 12 1 Records of the Public Building Service 
Entry 8 1 : Records Relating to Surplus Real Property 1946-50 

Boxes 1-9 

Record Group 153 Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army) 
Entry 56: Reservation Files Sub Series I1 

Box 14 

Record Group 159 Records of the Office of the Inspector General 
Entry 26D: General Correspondence 1939-47 Unclassified 

Boxes 534 and 1085 

Entry 26E: General Correspondence 1939-47 Formerly Confidential 
Correspondence 

Box 192 

Entry 26F: Secret Correspondence 1939-47 
Box 77 

Record Group 160 Records of Headquarters Army Service Forces 
Entry 27: Installations Branch Correspondence 1942-46 

Boxes 48-52, Seeley/9" Service Command 

Entry 196A: Office of the director of Personnel Special Services Division 
General Records 1941-45 

BOX 264,293-298,43 1,367,369, and 4 14 

Record Group 175 Records of the Chemical Warfare Service 
Entry 1 : Chemical Warfare Correspondence 1939-42 

Box 340 and 214-217 

Box 214, Correspondence War Department, Adjutant General's Office to 
Chief of the Army Air Forces, dated 24 February 1942, subject: 
Temporary Facilities for Test of Equipment in Desert Terrain. 

Box 215, Correspondence from Hdq. Ninth Corps Area, Office of the 
Chemical Office to Chief, Chemical Warfare Service, dated 3 April 1941, 
subject: Shipment of Chemical Warfare Training Equipment to Eleventh 
Cavalry. 
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Box 215, Correspondence from War Department, Office Chief Chemical 
Warfare Service, dated 31 March 1941, regarding the shipments of masks, 
gas, training MIAI. Camp Seeley. 

Entry 2: Index Brief, 1918-October 1942 
Box 66 

Record Group 237 Records of the Federal Aviation Administration 
Entry 37: Records Relating to IATCBM 

Boxes 1-4 

Box 3, Board Meeting No. 256, contains information regarding Gunnery 
Range for Marine Corps Air Station, El Centro. 

Record Group 269, General Records of the General Services Administration 
Entry 6: Real Property Case Files 1945 

Boxes 54 and 55 

Record Group 270 Records of the War Assets Administration 
Entry: Subject Files, 1946-1949, Status, Decimal 319.1 to Decimal 453.7 

Boxes 46,47 and 50-64 

Entry:. Files of the Real Property Review Board, 1946- 1949 
Boxes 1-10, 14-16, and 19 

Entry: Subject File of the Central Office of Real Property, 1946-1949 
Boxes 10-13, 15, 17, 18,20, and48 

RG 337 Records of the Headquarters Army Ground Force 
Entry 16: Administration Division Formerly Classified Decimal Correspondence 
Files 194 1-52 

Box 45 

Record Group 338 Records of U:S. Army Commands 1942 
Entry: Post, Camps and Stations 

Box 501 

Entry: General Correspondence 1927-45 (Chemical Warfare Officer) 
Box 23 

Entry: General Correspondence 193 1-45 Adjutant General 
Boxes 1-10 

Entry: Files of the Fourth U.S. Army and Western Defense Command 
Boxes 1,4,7-15, and 92 
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Entry: Files on XV Corps of Engineers 
Boxes 7819-7827 and 7840-7847 

Entry: gth Service Command (Declassified) 
Boxes 1-3 1,35,36, and 38 

Entry: First Corps, Provost Marshall Section 
Boxes 408-430 

Record Group 407 Records of the Adjutant General’s Office, 1917- 
Entry 360: Army AG Classified Decimal File, 1940-42 

Boxes 4332- 4353, gth Service Command 

Entry 361A: Adjutant General Decimal Files, 1940-45, Correspondence 
Files 

Box 12 

Entry: Project Decimal File 1940-45 
Box 4332 gth Corps Area 

Entry 361D: Adjutant General Decimal Files 1940-45 
Box 11 

Entry 363 
Box 4047 - Ranges and Targets 

Entry 363A Unclassified Project Decimal Files 1940-1945 
Boxes 4035,4383-4386 

Entry 363G Adjutant General Decimal Files 1946-48 
Box 1024 

4.2.3 National Archives (Archives 11), Cartographic & Architectural Branch 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740 
POC: Jennifer Nelson or Henry Gwzado 
(301) 713-7040 

The research team reviewed finding aids, consulted with archivists, and reviewed map 
collections of the DTC in RG 77. However, the research team did not find pertinent 
information on the site. 

4.2.4 National Archivesatill Pictures Branch 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740 
POC: Reference Desk 

Section 4 -Historical Ordnance Usage 
Page 4-8 



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
Imperial County, Cal$omia 

Archives Search Report - Findings 

(301) 713-6795 

The research team reviewed the card catalog and consulted with the archivists and found 
no pertinent information concerning the site. a 
4.2.5 Center of Military History 

CMH Library 
Ft. McNair 
103 Third Avenue 
Washington, DC 20319-5058 
POCs: Bob WrighUJohn McGrath 
(202) 685-3098/4114/4008 

The research reviewed the holdings of the above repository and did not find pertinent 
information on the site. 

4.2.6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
7701 Telegraph Road 
Alexandria, VA 
POCs: Dr. Walker and Dr. Gordon 
(703) 428-6558/7553 

The research team reviewed finding aids and did not find any indication of 
pertinent information on the site. 

4.2.7 Chemical Biological Defense Command Historical Office 
Aberdeen Proving Ground 
Edgewood, MD 21010 
POC: Kathy Ciolfi 
(410) 671-4430 

No information was obtained from this repository concerning Camp Seeley. 

4.2.8 National Personnel Records Center 
9700 Page Avenue 

POC: John Daly 
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100 

(314) 539-4107 

Boxes in the following accessions were review for information concerning Camp Seeley 
or Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. No documents, correspondence or maps 
regarding the camp or the firing range were in these files. 

a 
Accession Boxes 
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342-48B-5043 
342-480-6026 
342-491-4005 
342-49F-6035 
342-49H-6037 
342-49E-6035 
342-50A-3006 
342-50D-400 1 
342-50E-4001 
342-50F-4003 
342-57H-300 1 

Boxes 1 and 2 of 2 boxes 
Boxes 3 of 4 boxes 
Box 15 and 18 of 19 boxes 
Boxes 17, 18,26 and 27 of 27 boxes 
Boxes 38,39 of 46 boxes 
Box 1 of 1 box 
Box I of 1 box 
Box 1 of 1 box 
Boxes 1 ,6 ,8 ,9  and 10 of 13 boxes 
Box 19 
Box 16 of 23 

4.2.9 NARA Pacific Southwest Region 
24000 Avila Road 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92656 
POC: Bill Doty 
(949) 360-2641 

Record Group 77 Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers 
Entry: California Military Site Audit Files 1849-1994 

Box 34 
1. Map: Real Estate, El Centro National Guard Rifle Range, Military 
Reservations, dated 19 July 1956. 

2. Correspondence from Hdq. Sixth Amy to Adjutant General, State of 
California, dated 24 June 1955, Subject: National Guard Rifle Range, 
Imperial Valley. 

3. Acquisition Progress Report, dated 15 September 1958, regarding El 
Centro National Guard Rifle Range 

Box 35, Seeley 

Box 120, Seeley 
1. Map: Camp Seeley, Imperial County, California. This map shows the 
location of the Combat Firing Range. (large map ordered) 

2. Correspondence from John O’Brien, Director of Real Estate to 
Honorable Fred W. Johnson, Department of Interior, dated 23 June 1945, 
regarding the return of stated property to the Department of the Interior. 

3. Warning Notice from the Army Service Forces, Office of the Chief of 
Engineers, dated 20 April 1944, regarding the surplus of 8,940 acres at 
Camp Seeley 

4. Map: Real Estate, Camp Seeley (C.A.M.A.), dated 23 December 1947. 
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5. Correspondence from Horace F. Sykes, Adjutant General to The 
Quartermaster General, dated 5 November 1940, Subject: Lease of Camp 
Site for 1 lth Calvary. 

6. Audit Report, dated 15 June 1950, for 434.42 acres at Camp Seeley. 

7. Correspondence from Troop Units Branch to the Chief of Engineers, 
dated 26 February 1944, Subject: Inactivation of Ordnance Desert 
Proving Ground. 

8. Correspondence from Horace Sykes, Adjutant General to the 
Quartermaster General , dated 5 November 1940, subject: Lease of Camp 
Site for 1 lth Cavalry. 

9. Audit Report, dated 15 April 1948, regarding 8960 acres at Camp 
Seeley Combat Firing Range. 

10. Correspondence from John O'Brien, Brigadier General to Honorable 
Fred Johnson, dated 23 June 1945, regarding the return of specified 
section of property to the Department of the Interior. 

1 1. Map: Real Estate, Camp Seeley, Combat Firing Range, dated 30 . 
December 1947. 

Entry, Chief Military Land Acquisition Files 1849- 1994 
Boxes 7.45 and 46 CAMA 

Entry; Report of Operations 1940-1945 
Boxes 1-5 

Entry: Military Specifications File 1964 
Box 212 

Entry: Records Relating to Defense Environmental Restoration Program 
Box 1 

Record Group 181 Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments 
Entry: 11" Naval District, Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Central 
Subject Files 1934-1950 

Box 1-8,51, and 113 

Entry: Records of the Commandant's Office, General Correspondence, 1924- 
1955 

Boxes 66,208,241,242,265,266, and 267 
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Record Group 270 Records of the War Assets Administration 
Entry: California, Real Property Case Files 

Boxes 41 and 42 

4.2.10 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-Los Angeles District 
911 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
POCs: Gil Gonzales 
(213) 452-3719 

The Camp Seeley file at this Corp of Engineers District Office contained copies of 
documents obtained by Science Applications International Corporation when preparing 
the INPR for this site. The research team copied these documents although many of them 
are duplicates of the documents found at NARA-Pacific Southwest Region. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Office, St. Louis District will maintain a copy of these files in 
the ED-P Branch. 

4.2.11 NAVFAC, San Diego 
1220 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92132 
POCs: Tom Phelps, Cadastral; John Rullman, Realty; Terry Martin, 
Environmental; and Jim Dohna, Activity Liaison Officer 
(6 19) 5 32- 116911 160/4207/3054 

The research team reviewed primarily maps, related historical documentation, and real 
estate files. However, the research team did not find pertinent information on the site. 

4.2.12 Naval Air Facility El Centro 
Public Works Department 
Environmental and Natural Resources Division 
1605 3d Street, Bldg. 504, Code FRS3 
El Centro, CA 92243-5001 
POC: Alfred0 G. Rivera 
(760) 339-2226 

The research team copied Appendix C (Historic and Archeological Survey) of the 
Historic and Archeological Resources Protection Plan for Naval Air Facility, El Centro, 
dated 1994, which contained references to the site. 

4.2.13 Bureau of Land Management 
El Centro Field Office 
California Desert District 
1661 South 4* Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
POC: Arnold F. Schoeck 
(760) 337-4441 
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The research team obtained or copied maps and aerials of El Centro and the surrounding 
area. 

0 4.2.14 Imperial County Historical Society 
Pioneer Museum 
373 East Aten Road 
Imperial, CA 92251 
POC: Lynn Housouer 
(760) 356-4746 

The research team reviewed finding aids for the repository, conducted 
research, and copied donations of personal papers by veterans, who served in 
the area, including a log book for parachute jumps and a regimental history 
of the 1 1 t h  US .  Cavalry. 

4.3 Summary of Interviews 

4.3.1 Contacts were conducted by telephone and/or email, both prior to and during the 
site inspection. The primary purpose of these contacts was to seek individuals 
knowledgeable of the site and to coordinate follow-up visits during the site inspection 
phase of this ASRs preparation. 

For the record, the research team contacted many other individuals, besides contacts at 
the repositories listed in Paragraph 4.2 above, in an extensive effort to obtain pertinent 
information on the site. Individuals contacted briefly by phone and/or email, who desired 
to support the team’s research effort but did not have pertinent information to provide the 
research team, include: Arnold F. Schoeck, Margaret Hangdon, and Kellie Greer, BLM, 
El Centro Field Office, California Desert District, 1661 South 4” Street, El Centro, CA 
92243, (760) 337-4441 ; Karen Collins, Archeological Research Center, 1 1 West Frontage 
Rd., Ocotillo, CA 92259, (760) 358-701 6; Jim Dohna, Activity Liaison Officer, 
NAVFACENCOM, Southwest Division, Operations, Code OSL.JD, 1220 Pacific 
Highway, San Diego, CA, 92132-5190, (619) 532-3054; and Jerry Kear, Naval Air 
Facility El Centro, Public Works Department, Mapping Division, 1605 3rd Street, Bldg. 
504, Code FR83, El Centro, CA 92243-5001, (760) 339-2226. 
At 0900 hours on 2 April (Tuesday) 2002 in the Hotel Continental Breakfast Room of the 
John Jay Inn (Best Western), El Centro, CA, the inspection team consisting of Dennis 
Gilmore, Project Manager, Fred Miller, Historian, and Gregg Kocher, Safety Specialist, 
held a meeting with local representatives on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing 
Range and Base Camp. 

Through telephonic coordination by Fred Miller, the following individuals attended the 
0 

meeting: 

Mr. Bill Lee, Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) and Vice 
PresidendGeneral Manager of Ryerson Company (Construction Supplies), Telephone: 
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(760) 352-4341, FAX: (760) 352-8028, Address: 802 E. Main St., El Centro, CA 92243, 
email: blee434 1 @aoI.com. 

Mr. Ken Claverie, Local Citizen and Member of the IVRPA, Telephone: (760) 357- 
4006, Email: kenVal@ thegrid.net accompanied Mr. Bill Lee. 

Mr. Ed Mealey, Local Senior Citizen and President of Ed Mealey Construction 
Company, Inc., Telephone: (760) 352-2002, Mobile Phone: (760) 427-9230, FAX: 
(760) 352-1 164, Address: 702 S. Industry Way, El Centro, CA 92243, accompanied Mr 
Bill Lee. 

Mr. Larry Gaffey, Chief of Operations, BLM, Telephone: (760) 337-4400/4441, 
Address: BLM, 1661 S. 4th St., El Centro, CA 92243, email: lgaffev@ca.blm.gov 

Mr. Carl David, Range Manager, El Centro Naval Air Facility, Telephone: (760) 339- 
2665, Address: NAF El Centro, 1605 31d St., Building 139, El Centro, CA 92243, email: 
david.car1.w @nafec.navv.mil 

Mr. Stephen Rebik, Range Master, Sheriff's Office, Telephone: (760) 339-6357, FAX: 
(760) 339-6348, Address: 328 W. Applestill Rd., El Centro, CA 92243. 

Mr. David Yaryan, Investigations, Imperial County Sheriff's Office, Address: 328 
Applestill Road, El Centro, CA 92244, Telephone: (760) 339-6324, FAX: (760) 339- 
0137, Web Site: www.icso.org. 

Mr. Jim Collins, Environmental and Natural Resources Division, El Centro Naval Air 
Facility, Address: 1605 3rd Street, Bldg 504, Code 83, El Centro, CA 92243-5001 

Individuals invited and who accepted the invitation to meet but did not attend included: 

Mr. Brad Garrison, Chief, Imperial County Fire Department, Telephone: (760) 355- 
1191, FAX: (760) 355-1482, Address: 2514 La Brucherie Road, Imperial, CA 92251 

SFC Rafael Perez, NCOIC, National Guard Armory and Recruiting Station, Telephone: 
(760) 352-3741, FAX: (760) 352-8503, Address: 310 4" St., El Centro, CA 92243, 
email: Rafael .Perez @ ca. ngb. arm y.mil 

Local Senior Citizen, SFC (Ret) Xavier Johnson, did not accompany SFC Perez though 
previously arranged. 

Ms. Margaret Hangan, Archeologist, BLM, Telephone: (760) 337-4400, Address: BLM, 
1661 S. 4'h St., El Centro, CA 92243, email: mhangan@ca.blm.gov 

Mr. Steve Bogdan, Historian, Research & Procurement, Telephone: (760) 356-4746, 
Address: 420 East 6" Street, Holtville, CA 92250, email: SteveBogdan@Prodiqy.net 
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During telephonic coordination for the meeting, Fred Miller requested information of 
relevance on both the former Camp Seeley and Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
(CSCFR) from the individuals who did not attend. 

All attendees expressed their familiarity with the CSCFR site located about 10 miles 
northwest of El Centro, Imperial County, California. Mr. Lee stated that IVRPA had 
been using the target range since 1980, but only had a signed leased dated 1984. 

0 

Virtually all the attendees at the meeting stated that they had encountered remains of 
various types of ordnance at the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) and 
in the surrounding area. Remains of ordnance found included 9 mm, .22, .30 carbine, .30 
rifle, .45, and S O  caliber. 

Members of the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) noted that the 
former combat firing range is oriented to fire toward the mountains north of the range. 
Representatives from the BLM and Navy commented that the original site had also been 
used as a maneuver area and was four times the size of the site as it is today. In addition, 
the attendees mentioned that the area around the former combat firing range is also public 
land used for recreational purposes, including the area north toward the mountain range. 

IVRPA members stated they had constructed a new range facility on the site since the 
military's departure, portions of which fall outside of the FUDS boundary. By using 
available maps at the meeting, IVRPA members described portions of the newly 
constructed range which fall within the FUDS boundary, which include a renovated 
military range (800 yard range), a 200 yard Silhouette Range, and the Imperial Valley 
Bomb Squad Disposal area. Mr. Lee of the IVRPA stated that the Seabees actually 
constructed portions of the new target range in exchange for the Seabee's use of the 
target range for marksmanship training. 

Representatives from MCAS El Centro provided a description of the area adjacent and 
west of the former CSCFR formerly used by the Navy and Marines as a parachute test 
facility and a target range with a moving target on rail tracks for test purposes. 

Mr. Claverie recalled his dad's memories of the 134" Tank Battalion and the 75th 
Artillery (with 75 mm guns) having been in the proximity of the site decades earlier. 
Mr. Lee added that a Civil War reenactment takes place on occasion at the site during 
which time old cannons are fired. 

IVRPA members noted with pride that shooting clubs from California have occasionally 
come to the target range to fire the .50 BMG rifle which has a long range beyond 2,000 
yards. 

Most of the attendees agreed that the foot of the mountains, north of the former combat 
target range, contained the largest quantity of remains from ordnance. 
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All attendees present knew that the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association 
(IVRPA), under lease from BLM, continues to use the former CSCFR, as well as local 
civil and law enforcement authorities. 

A summation of individuals who provided interesting information separate from the 
meeting on 2 April is provided below: 

Mr. Steve Bogdan, Historian, Research & Procurement, Pioneer Museum, 420 East tjth 
Street, Holtville, CA 92250, (760) 356-4746: He stated that ordnance, primarily small 
arms, has been periodically found throughout Imperial County. He described the former 
Camp Seeley, its target range, and “maneuver area” as outlined in historical 
documentation. 

Dr. Jay von Werlhof, Archeologist, Archeological Research Center, 1 1 West Frontage 
Road, Ocotillo, CA 92259, (760) 358-7368: Dr. Werlhof, who is also a retired college 
professor, stated he walked much of the Yuha with classes during the 1960s and 1970s, in 
his archeological pursuits. When asked if he had pertinent information regarding our 
site, specifically finding ordnance, Dr. Werlhof stated he could not help the research 
team. 

Alfredo G. Rivera, Naval Air Facility El Centro, Public Works Department, 
Environmental and Natural Resources Division, 1605 3‘d Street, Bldg. 504, Code FR83, 
El Centro, CA 92243-5001, (760) 339-2226: When inquired about the Camp Seeley, 
Mi-. Rivera spoke of an area northwest of El Centro approximately 4 to 5 miles where 
tanks had driven. The area is littered with tank treads as well as pieces of other types of 
vehicles. He stated he did not know the history behind the area he referenced above. 
Instead Mr. Rivera described Target 103, Site 8, and Site 10 that is used by MCAS El 
Centro for target practice. 

John Payne, local citizen associated with the Archeological Research Center, P.O. Box 
442, Ocotillo, CA 92259, (760) 358-7335: Mr. Payne recalled his memories of General 
Patton’s DTC, specifically the sight of a tank battalion on the Yuha Mesa overlooking 
Coyote Valley. He stated that General Patton’s troops, wheeled and mechanized vehicles 
traversed all the surrounding terrain. 

Any pertinent information derived from these interviews is covered within the text of this 
ASR. 

4.4 AIR PHOTO INTERPRETATION AND MAP ANALYSIS 

4.4.1 General Area Map Analysis 

Map analysis was performed using the 1 :24,000 USGS Superstition Mtn., California, 
1956 (photorevised 1979) edition and the Brawley NW, California, 1957 (photorevised 
1979 edition) topographic line maps. The USGS quadrangles shows both planimetric and 
topographical features. 
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range covers a portion of Imperial County in southern 
California approximately 8 miles northwest of the city of El Centro, CA. Unimproved 
roads or trails provide access to the target from the east and west. A firing range is 
shown on the Brawley NW topographic map in the very southern portion of the site. As 
outlined on the topographic map the firing range is approximately 250' in an east-west 
direction and 1800' in the north-south direction. 

4.4.2 Site Specific Map and Drawing Analysis 

No site-specific maps or drawings were available for analysis. 

4.4.3 Air Photo Interpretation 

Government and contractor personnel conducted an aerial photography database search. 
The aerial photography retrieved covered Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range during the 
time period prior to, during and following military use. The imagery acquired is in 
photographic print format. The analyst performed the interpretation using the following 
source materials: 

Photo. Date Approx. Scale Source Frame ID #s 
22 Feb 1949 1 :20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-5F-2 to 4 

ABN-4F-177 to 180, 
220 

12 Apr 1953 1 :20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-9M-179 to 182 
18 Apr 1953 1 :20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-1OM-56 to 58 
6 Jun 1965 1 :20,000 ASCS 2-FF-14 to 20 

1-FF- 40 to 46,73 to 
79 

27 Oct 1978 1:32,500 EROS 02697,211 & 212 
22 May 1994 1 :40,000 ASCS 6801,26 to 30 
30 Sep 1995 1 :40,000 ASCS 6821,32 to 36 

The analyst delineated imagery containing important areas on hard copy plots and 
digitized it using Computer-Aided Drafting and Design (CADD) software. The digitized 
features overlay scanned aerial photography, resulting in the final plots (see Plates 2, & 
3). The analysis involved using stereo viewing of photography that allows more accurate 
identifications than monoscopic interpretations. Resolution and scale of the imagery 
limited the identification of features discussed in this study. The analyst used the word 
"probable" when discussing features for which identification is reasonably accurate. The 
analyst used the term "possible" when identification was not positive, but the objecvarea 
matched known featuresAocations on other sources. Analysis of the aerial photographs 
referenced the site maps discussed in sections 4.4.1 and 4.4.2 above. The bolded 
numbers in parentheses referenced in the sub-paragraphs below refer to the feature 
descriptions on the annotated aerial photography plates. Note: Feature description 

0 
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numbers are not necessarily transferablebetween imagery plates of different years. The 
sub-paragraphs below describe the relevant features identified on the imagery: 

4.4.3.1 1949 Imagery - The 1949 imagery shows a firingrifle range in the very southern 
center of the site. There are five large parallel berms visible that are orientated E-W and 
extend approximately 1600 feet from the north berm to the south berm. The four 
northern berms extend about 200 feet in length E-W and have another berm, triangular in 
shape, on the northern side pointing to the north. The berm furthest to the south may 
only be about 50 feet in length and does not have the associated triangular shaped berm. 
Dirt trails are noted connecting this series of berms. 

4.4.3.2 1953, 1965, and 1978 Imagery - Aerial imagery reviewed from later dates 
revealed no additional information of possible ordnance or military related functions. 
The berms described on the 1949 imagery are still clearly visible on this photography. 

4.4.3.3 1994 and 1995 Imagery - On the 1994 and 1995 imagery the parallel berms are 
still visible but not as distinct. In addition, approximately 1,500 feet due west from this 
location, are newer berms in rectangular patterns, side by side, covering an area 
approximately 1000 feet square. These berms did not show up on the 1978 photography. 
No additional information of possible ordnance or military related functions was noted. 
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5.0 REAL ESTATE 

a 5.1 CONFIRMED DOD OWNERSHIP 

The INPR indicates that the Army initially acquired the 8,960.2 acres CSCFR site by 
transfer from the Department of the Interior (DOI) in 1941. Between 1945 and 1947, the 
site was retransferred to DOI. Portions of the site have been subsequently reacquired and 
disposed of by the Army and Navy. The resultant net acreage disposed of is 2,640 acres 
(see Plate 4). 

5.2 POTENTIAL DOD OWNERSHIP 

No additional areas of concern have been identified. The majority of the former range 
site, as originally acquired, remain under DOD control. 

5.3 PRESENT OWNERSHIP 

The disposed of property is owned by DOI, managed by BLM, and is part of the 
Superstition Mountain Off-Highway Vehicle Area, which is use for off-road recreational 
activities. 

5.4 SIGNIFICANT PAST OWNERSHIP OTHER THAN DOD 

The Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) leases from BLM that part of 
the site that contains the firing range. The IVRPA property includes the former CSCFR 
target pit abutment which is not currently in use. 
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6.0 SITE INSPECTION 

The subject site inspection was conducted on Tuesday, 2 April 2002, by the following 
personnel of the St. Louis District: 

’ 
Dennis W. Gilmore Project Manager 
Gregg Kocher Safety Specialist 
Fred Miller Historian 

The findings of the site inspection are depicted on Plate 3 of this ASR. 

The CSCFR site is located about 10 miles northwest of El Centro, Imperial County, 
California. The site occupies portions of Sections 32,33, and 34 of Township 14 South, 
Range 12 East; and all of Sections 3,4,5,  and a portion of Section 9 of Township 15 
South, Range 12 East. 

The former firing range lies primarily within Section 9. It was oriented such that the 
mountains north of the range formed a backstop. The site is public land used for 
recreational purposes. The Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association, under lease 
from BLM, continues to utilize the former range. They have since constructed a new 
range facility on the site, portions of which fall partially outside of the FUDS boundary 
(see layout of the IVRPA Range at Plate 3). 

The portions of the newly constructed range which fall within the FUDS boundary 
includes the renovated military range (800 yard range), the 200 yard Silhouette Range, 
and the Imperial Valley Bomb Squad Disposal area, located at N 32” 52’ 59.0” W 115” 
43’ 47.1” (using a Garmin e-Trex Legend set to WGS-84). 

As expected, expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - S O  were found throughout 
the site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former military range 
contained the largest quantity of spent rounds. Other items observed included various 
parts of civilian hand-grenades (mostly safety levers and fuze components from smoke 
grenades) and a piece of an AN-MK-23 three-pound miniature practice bomb found near 
the entrance to the range. This practice bomb is thought to have been placed at the site 
by someone who removed it from the bombing range located north of the mountain 
range, while the grenade parts were kicked out from the Bomb Squad range. 

No evidence of any OE larger than small arms was observed. However, it is note that 
historical documents indicate that 20mm rounds may have been fired on the site. The 
original site was used as a maneuver area and was four times the size of the site 
evaluated. Based on the fact that there have been no recoveries of larger caliber 
ordnance, it is assumed that any firing of larger rounds probably occurred on that portion 
of the former range located north of the rifle range. 

0 

Photographs of the site inspection are included at Appendix I. 
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
Imperial Coung, California 

Archives Search Report - Findings 

7.0 EVALUATION OF ORDNANCE PRESENCE 

Based on the extensive archive searches performed, the interviews of the owners and 
individuals familiar with the site, the potential for hazardous munitions to be present on 
the site is remote. Photographs of the site are provided at APPENDIX I. 

7.1. CONVENTIONAL ORDNANCE CONTAMINATION 

The archive search uncovered evidence that the U.S. Army used conventional ordnance at 
the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. Although specific information is not 
available, the types of ordnance most likely associated with the site included rifle and 
machine gun ammunition. Expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - .50 were 
found throughout the site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former 
military range contained the largest quantity of spent rounds, including both military and 
commercial bullets. Other items observed included various parts of civilian hand- 
grenades (mostly safety levers and fuze components from smoke grenades) and a piece of 
an AN-MK-23 three-pound miniature practice bomb found near the entrance to the range. 
This practice bomb is thought to have been placed at the site by someone who removed it 
from the bombing range located north of the mountain range, while the grenade parts 
were kicked out from the Bomb Squad range. 

It is reported that 20mm rounds and larger caliber artillery ammunition may have been 
fired on this range, but no evidence was found to support this. It could be that any of this 
ammunition impacted farther north of the current rifle range. 

7.2. CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIAL CONTAMINATION 

The archive search uncovered no evidence of chemical warfare materials storage and 
possible use. The archive search did not uncover evidence that any chemical warfare 
materials remain on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. 
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
Imperial County, California 

Archives Search Revort - Findinm 

8.0 TECHNICAL DATA OF ORDNANCE EXPLOSIVES 

8.1 POTENTIAL OE AND CWM ITEMS 

Based on the extensive archives searches performed, the interviews with the owner or 
lessor of this DEW-FUDS and observations made during the conduct of the site 
investigation, it is unlikely that any hazardous munitions remain on this range. As 
expected, expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - S O  were found throughout the 
site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former military range contained 
the largest quantity of spent rounds, including both military and commercial bullets. 
Other items observed included various parts of civilian hand-grenades (mostly safety 
levers and fuze components from smoke grenades) and a piece of an AN-MK-23 three- 
pound miniature practice bomb found near the entrance to the range. This practice bomb 
is thought to have been placed at the site by someone who removed it from the bombing 
range located north of the mountain range, while the grenade parts were kicked out from 
the Bomb Squad range. 

It is reported that 20mm rounds and larger caliber artillery ammunition may have been 
fired on this range, but no evidence was found to support this. It could be that any of this 
ammunition impacted farther north of the current rifle range. 

8.2 DESCRIPTION OF CONVENTIONAL ORDNANCE 

Small arms ammunition up to caliber .SO was known to have been fired on this range. 

8.3 DESCRIPTION OF CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIALS 

The archive search report did not uncover evidence that any chemical warfare materials 
remain on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. 
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range 
Imperial County, California 

Archives Search Report - Findings 

9.0 EVALUATION OF OTHER SITE INFORMATION 

No other environmental concerns relevant to DOD were discovered during the research 
or site visit. 
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