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SUE LEMMON

{ ONTINENTAL NAVAL AIR PATROL STATIONS, WORLD WAR I

With the entry of the United States into World War I, consideration was given

10 establishing coastal air patrols as a protective measure against U-boats. Even
though the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. William S. Benson, was not air
minded, as early as 5 February 1917 he directed that eight naval air coastal patrol
slations be established, and on the seventeenth Secretary of the Navy Josephus
Duniels ordered that fourteen nonrigid airships be provided. Such air enthusiasts
in Benson’s office as Capt. Noble E. Irwin and Lt. Comdr. John Towers pushed
mightily to centralize all aviation activities in that office rather than leaving them
scuttered among the bureaus of Engineering, Ordnance, Construction and Repair,
Yards and Docks, and Navigation. Not until 7 March 1918, however, was Irwin's
ullice of Director of Naval Aviation established under Benson's purview, when
it then became the Aviation Division.

By the time the United States entered the war, Captain Irwin had recommended
Iwelve sites for air stations, of whieh three proved unsuitable: Provincetown, at
the northernmost point of Cape Cod, for which Chatham, Mass., at the elbow
ol the Cape, was substituted; Savannah, where the site could not handle both
lieavier-than-air and lighter-than-air craft; and Ediz Hook—between Port Angeles
and Puget Sound, fifty-eight miles from the sea—for which Tongue Point, Ore.,
was substituted. Although Secretary Daniels approved a number of sites on 19
August 1917, most of those chosen were on a list provided by the Rear Adm.
I. A. Helm Board on the Shore Establishment appointed on 19 October. There
would be main bases from the Canadian to the Mexican border 150 miles apart
with rest stations in between and nine permanent stations on the West Coast with
Iwenty-five rest stations.

In addition to the sole naval aviation training base, at Pensacola, Fla. (q.v.),
lemporary training stations were established at East Greenwich, R.1.; Miami,
I'la.; and Key West, Fla. (q.v.); San Diego (North Island), Calif. (q.v.); and at
the Curtiss Exhibition School at Newport News, Va. At the Curtiss plant at
Bulfalo, N.Y., Lt. W. Capehart and Naval Constructor E. L. Gayhart supervised
the teaching of inspectors of machinery. The students were Naval Reservists
who paid their own expenses. James P. Knapp gave his private seaplane base
il Mastic, Long Island, to the Navy for training purposes—it was used until the
autumn of 1917—and New York State’s militia station at Bay Shore and Mas-

sachusetts” militia station at Squantum (q.v.) were commandeered. The 15-acre
ute at Bay Shore already had three hangars, a dock. and a crane, and ninety-
five militia students. The ground school that began at the Massachusetts Institute
ol Technology (MIT) was moved to the new station at Great Lakes, 111, in 1918.
iSee Lake Bladt, H1) Aviation gunners were trained at Miami and radiomen
there and also at Harvard Umiversity . Plans diafted by the Bureau of Yards and



