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HEWSTON GUARD 

Hewston Guard, Unattached, Second Brigade 
Reference: Dead Office File, Row 6, File 4 
Location: Petaluma, Sonoma County 

Mustered in June 29, 1869 
Mustered out 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
James Armstrong , Captain 
William H. Rugg, First Lieut. 

James Armstrong , Captain 
(Re-elected 1871) 

J. A. Ranard , First.Lieut. 

James Armstrong , Captain 
(Re-elected June 29 , 1875) 

Rank 
June 29, 1869 
June 29 , 1869 

June 29, 1871 

William H. Rugg, First Lt. June 29 , 1875 

James Armstrong , Captain 
(Re -elected June 29 , 1877) 

Frank Warren, First Lieut. June 29 , 1877 

James Armstrong,.Captain 
(Re-elected June 27 , 1879) 

Albert G. Twist, First Lieut. June 27 , 1879 

Activities : 

Commission 
July 1, 1869 
July 1, 1869 

July 6 , 1871 

July 19, 1875 

July 11, 1877 

Aug. 5, 1879 

On June 18, 1869, a petition was ~resented to Governor H. H. 
Haight, signed by lifty-one citizens of Petaluma re~uesting 
a company, known as the ~~ashington Guard, from t:be County to 
be mustered into the National Guard. A meeting was called to 
complete the organization of the company and the unit decided 
to adopt the name of Hewston Guard rather than Washington Guard. 
The name was to be in honor of Brigadier General John Hewston 
of the Second Brigade. Special Order No. 13 was issued by 
Adjutant General James A. Allen, requiring General Hewston to 
appoint a suitable officer to muster in the Hewston Guard, which 
was accomplished on June twenty-ninth of the same year. 

The necessary Bond was filed and a requisition was made out July 
first for sixty stund of arms , the required accoutrements , and 
sixty sets of uniforms. On July seventh the Hewston Guard re­
ceived sixty rifles and accoutrements, sixty uniform coats, thirty­
four uniform pants and fift:y uniform caps. Captain Armstrong was 
a veteran of the Mexican War and soon developed the Hewston Rifles 
into a well drilled and disciplined unit of the National Guard. 
In a letter, March 8, 1875, to Adjutant General L. H. Foote , the 
Captain advised the Generdl that his ~ompany had been uniformed 



HBWSTON GUBrtD (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

. ' l 

with the regular Unit8d States Army uniforms, and that he tad 
also sent to the United States Springfield Arsenal and obtained 
fifty stand of Springfield breech loading rifles complete , for 
which the Captain and Quartermaster Sergeant T. J. Harkins had 
signed a note as sec~rity. The total amount of the equipment 
was eleven hundred dollars ~hich the Captain planned to pay 
with the one hundr~d dollars a month allowance for rent of the 
armory. His letter claimed the State ONed his company six hun­
dred dollars for ~onthly allowances past due. No iniormation 
could be found in tLe files relating to the fact as to whether 
the Captain or the State flaid tLe bill.* 

Residents of Petaluma who happened to be in San Francisco on 
July 4 , 1874, and viewed the procession on that da~ had every 
reason to feel proud of the splendid appearance made by the 
Hewston Guard. The company was not only one of the best 
equipped, but one of the best drilled units in the State. The 
corps was handicapped by tte lack of music, but still marched 
with the precision and readiness of veterans, and along the 
line of march the remark was frequently heard, "There goes a 
company of regulars." That inpression no doubt was partly due 
to the fact that the com~any was the only one equipped with 
the regular United States Army uniforms and arms .** 

On February 28, 1876, a fire broke out at San Quentin prison 
in the large four story paint shop and furniture factory. The 
sounding of the fire alarm caused a rush of the .prisoners from 
the buildings into the yards. The gates and walls were heavily 
guarded by the prison guards, who gave the prisoners to under­
stand that any attempt to escape from the prison would mean death. 
The fire was believed to be of incendiary origin and there was 
indication that it was planned as a paEt of a wholesale prison 
break. On the contrary however, the prisoners cooperated and 
worked in bucket brigades as the pressure of the water system 
was not sufficient to force much water vo the top of the 
building. Without the co-operation rendered by the inmates 
it is believed the entire prison might have been destroyed. 
As a precautionary measure a request was dispatched to Governor 
lrdin for troops to guard the prison . His Excellency ordered 
Brigadier General John McComb to take the necessary steps to 
furnish the needed protection . General McComb ordered one 
hundred men to San ~uentin , and held two hundred more in readiness 
if needed. The splendid behavior of the ~risoners resulted in the 

-cOo-

*Letter on file in Adjutant General's Office, Sacramento 

**The Weekly Argo, Petaluma, July 10, 1874. 
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H.8vvSTON GUARD (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

·two hundred guQrdsmen being dismissed about 9:30P.M., and 
the one hundred were dismissed the next day. The nearness 
of the Hewston Guard to San Quentin r 9sulted in Captain 
Armstrong receiving a dispdtch from General McComb about 7:40 
P. M., to ass~mble his company and report to the commander of 
the troops at San Quentin. Thirty minutes later he had mustered 
forty men, all equipped with sixty rounds of bcill cartridges, 
and had six wagons ready for transpo~tation. As they were all 
loaded and ready to leave a telegram was delivered to the Captain 
countermanding the order. That was at 8 : 20 P. M., just forty 
minutes aftBr receiving the·first order. The efficiency and 
promptness of the Hewston Guard in responding to the call was 
highly commended by Brigadier Geheral McComb in his annual 
report, and by the newspapers in general. The Petalumans were 
justly pro~d of their company and it s splendid record. 
Another example of the. loyalty of Captain Armstrong and his com­
pany was shown when on July 24, 1877, they received news of the 
threatened riots in San Francisco and Oakland. The unit assembl­
ed in their armory and held themselves ready to proceed to the 
scene of trouble on a moment ' s notice. For ten consecutive 
evenings they. assembled and waited until the telegraph office 
cl osed before returning to their homes. Once again their 
services were not required . 

There are no further activities on file in the Adjutant General's 
Office reg arding the Hewston Guard, other than their participa­
tion in the regular drills and annual parades. 

With the enactment of the Military Law of 1881, which reduced 
the annual appropriations, the National Guard Officials were 
compel- ed . to make several changes resulting in several companie.s 
being mustered out or consolldat~d with other units. Under this 
new re~organization the Hewston Guard, which was an unattached 
company, was attached to the Fifth Infantry Battaliou , to be 
known as Company C. For further informatiop ref ~r to Company C, 
Fifth Infantry Battal io:c., iJational Guard of California .* 

-oOo-

~~Adjutant General Report, 1881- 1882, General Order No. 6, page 93. 
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