“KILROY WAS HERE”

         --WW II Battles regularly held at Camp Roberts 

World War II comes to life again several times a year at Camp Roberts, as WWII re-enactors stage life-like battles.  Two large California groups, the California Historical Group and the World War II Research and Preservation Society, schedule training areas on a regular basis at Camp Roberts.  These realistic hobbyists show up replete in authentic uniforms down to the detail, with all their individual gear and WWII wheeled and tracked vehicles to stage battle reenactments with authentic weapons and blank ammunition.
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The groups stay overnight in the WWII-era barracks and have formations, with ground troops marching out into the training areas.  There are Allied American, British, French and Russian troops, all in appropriate uniforms, fighting the Axis German troops.  They bring period American jeeps, Half Tracks, Sherman and Stuart tanks, trucks, and German and British vehicles.
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The re-enactors use WWII-era mess halls in which they have a WWII uniform and equipment swap meet in the afternoon, and reproduce a fully authentic French, German or British restaurant for evening meal, allowing admission only to authentically uniformed troops.  All in all, these weekends are like stepping back in time, and on occasion have been filmed by the History Channel, keeping military history alive for new generations.

[image: image3.jpg]



Various period vehicles belonging to the reenactment groups are left for display in The Camp Roberts Historical Museum’s Annex so that the public can enjoy a static display of these pieces of living history.  Currently on display there are a German 1936 Ford truck, an American WWII restored Half Track, a German wheeled reconnaissance vehicle, and a 1941 Dodge Army Staff car.  The American M8 armored car pictured below has just been restored and is on display at the Museum Annex.  I has been driven in the annual Paso Robles Pioneer Day Parade in recent years.    
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