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SMITB. R:fVER INDEPENDENT MOU •. ~...3D RIFLEMEN 

Smith River Independent Mounted Riflemen, Sixth Brigade 
Reference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 1 
Location: Smith hiver, Del Norte County 

Mustered in April 17, 1873 
Mustered out February 23, 1877* 

Commanding Officers 

20'7707 

Name Rank Commission 
Joseph H. McVay, Captain 
George M. Devendorf, First Lieut. ________ _ 

Activities: 
~u , 

Del Norte County occupies a portion of what wa s at one time Klamath 
County, the only -county which has t he distinction of having been 
legally acknowledged as a County of California and t hen entirely 
disappearing. The citizens of b.mith River petitioned Governor 
Newton Booth for military aid on January 29, 1873, and informed 
him that , "They were surrounded by tribes of t he Klamath and Siletz 
Indians . The.se two hostile tribes were in daily communication with 
one another and ~ogether with t he Smith River, t he Burnt Ranch, 
the Lagoon and t he Crescent City Indians were showing animosity 
towards the. whites. They deemed it their duty for t he s afety of 
their families to' make kno\~ to the prop er officials the con
ditions of the defenseless community so that measures would be 
taken for their protection . The petitioners prayed for arms and 
ammunition for themselves , and for two companies of soldiers to 
be stationed in t he vicinity to give assistance in t he coming 
campaign. One petition had already been forwarded to the Command
ing General of the Department of Pacific and they prayed that all 
influence necessary be brought to bear so a s to give the district 
relief." 

This petition carried some sixty names, among them were J. L. Lake, 
Supervisor of the District and James Brooking, the Post Master. 
Adjutant General Foote answered thi s petition, after which a 
company of sixty-six volunteers was organized and must ered in April 
17, 1873, designated a s t he Smith River Independent Mounted Riflemen. 

Captain McVay communicated with the Adjutant General, when sending 
in the Muster Roll and Bonds, and asked for information on what r 
terms uniforms mig ht be obta ined. The members wished to know if r ~~ 
they could have Government Cavalry overcoats at the Government ~~~~ 
price , and also the other Cavalry uniforms . He also stated that p~~~\ 
the people desired to know if his Excellency would not furnish one ~ 
Howitzer on a special requisition . 

A r equisition was filed for ordnance stores which included e ighty 
stand of breech loading rifles , sabers and belts and pistols and 

.oOo. 

*Adjutant General Report 1875-1877, Special Order No . 2 , page 65. 



SMITH RIVER INDEPENDENT MOUNTED RIFLEMEN (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

holsters besides other accoutrements. On May ninth, Governor 
Booth noted on this requiSition his approval for the pistols 
and sabers. On the fifteenth of May 1873, eighty pistols and 
sabers were issued to the company. Two years later (1875) 
Daniel W. Finch, one of the members, communicated wi th Adjutant 
General Foote, inquiring of the General some information--Quote: 

11First--why was it that they had been obliged 
to give Bonds for the rifles they had not 
received?" 

11 Second--would the Adjutant General take back 
the sabers, as they were entirely useless to 
the company~ and they did not like to have them 
lay and rust when they might be of some use to 
other companies elsewhere?" 

ITThird--how much Bonds would be required if 
they kept the arms and returned the sabers?n 

He also continued in his correspondence that the Bondsmen did 
not think that it was exactly fair to have to give Bonds for 
rifles which were never issued to the company, and, as they 
were still living in the midst of the Indians who were liable 
to again turn hostile at any moment and the eighty revolvers 
were all that had kept the Indians in check so far, Private 
Finch expressed the hope that the Ad jutant General would permit 
the members to retain the arms for future protection. The 
ordnance supplies did remain i n the possession of the Rifle
men until June 13, 1877, when Brigadier General Wall commanding 
the Sixth Brigade collected them and turned them over to the 
State Arsenal. 

The residents of Smith River were not the only ones in distress 
over the Indian hostilities, as was shown from the Adjutant 
General's Report on Indian hostilities for 1873, quote: "From 
the first of December 1872 until late in May 1873, a period of 
six months, the Northern portion of Siskiyou County wa s the 
scene of Indian hostilities. Lives and property were destroyed, 
and fears were entertained that a general uprising of the Indians 
would result.* Ordnance stores wer e issued to five different 
groups of c Ltizens and independent companies beginning in 
December 1872 to May 1873; then on May seventeenth the exigencies 
of the case seeming to warrant such ac tion, your Excellency 
authorized the formation of an independent company of scouts for 
active service." The General's Report went on to say that, 
fiThrough arrangement with Major Genera l Schofield, United States 
Army, Commanding Division of the Pacific, such company of scouts 

.oOo. 

*Adjutant General Report 1872-1873, page 56. 
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SMITH RIVER INDEPENDENT MOUNTED RIFLEME N (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

were to receive rations, and were to be subject to the Major 
General's orders. Arms and ammunition for the same were at once 
sent forward, but shortly thereafter the United States troops 
captured the hostile band of Indians and therefore t he organi
zation of the Scout Company was not completed.n 

After reading this Report it is obvious t hat the Smith River 
Independent Mounted Riflemen must have seen active service 
and perhaps many times the individual members' services were 
needed for protection of their neighbors. After the Indians 
had been subdued the members were not interested in maintaining 
a military company so they mutually agreed to disband, and 
the Smith River Independent Mounted hiflemen was formally 
mustered out under issuance of Special Orders No. 2 and No. 3 
of February 23, 1877 . 

When the Riflemen were mustered out there was a shortage of 
the ordnance stores which had been issued to them for which 
the Bondsmen were held liable. On April 2, 1877, Captain McVay 
communicated with Adjutant General Foote informing the General 
that, nHe (Captain McVay) had been back East for about two and 
one-half years and he understood that another Captain had been 
elected ip his place, but that the new Captain did not qualify 
nor give Bonds~ so the responsibility still rested on himself 
(Captain McVay;". The Captain requested from the Adjutant 
General "What the financial charges v1ere for the lost pistols," 
also, "What authority General J. G. Wall of Crescent City had 
over an independently organized company such as theirs?" There 
was no record to show how these difficulties were adjusted, 
but as to tne second question, when companies are disbanded it 
is customary to have some one person of authority to take up the 
ordnance stores for return to t he State Arsenal . Considering 
that even though the Smith River Independent Riflemen were an 
unattached and an independent company, the Adjutant General 
had assigned Brigadier General Wall to the task of collecting 
the stores from the comparyalong with other defunct companies, 
so as to enable the State to save the extra expense of shipping 
charges. 
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