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- - - Somewhere in Germany 

For U.S. Artillerymen of the 980th F.A.Bn., October 24, 1944 
1.ras a memorable date. It was then tht the VJar Departinen -b 1ited the 
lid on the censorship that had confined the activities of the'Battalion 
to the secret list, since its initial landing as the first American 
heavy artillery to come ashore in Normandy, on Utah Beach in the early 
days of the invasion. 

For 140 action filled days, men of the 980th F..L..Battalion, 
that was the formerly the 1st Battalion of the 144 gr. F.A., remained 
on a constant combat status and sweated out official v'ord that their 
nresence on the continent and the numerous firsts that they had ob-
tained miht be published - - - - all the way from the beachhead to 
the gearter Reich. The 980th F.A.Bn, is still on a combat status 
they've river been otherwise --- but now it can be told. 

Now it can be told how the 155 m.m,, gun battalion, corianded 
by Lt. Colonel Harold C. 7elch of Sata Barbara, Calif, was the first 
artillery to cut the Cherbourg Pennisula by fire; how it was the first 
artillery to fire on a military target in the city of Cherbourg; hol"'r.  
at 0830 hrs. on September 11th, it was the first unilt to fire into 
Germany on a target at Bildehen, a suburb of Aachen. 

Leading, elements of the Battalion came ashore on June 7th (D41). 
That was Battery "B" with a cub plane and a flying staff-sergeant (now 
let. Lt.) from the Battalion air section. The cub, famed as field 
artillery's flying observation post, proved invaluable in the Normandy 
hed;erow country. 

Battery "B" recounteracted and occupied positions at Turaueville, 
Neuville au Plains, and Bardeinville in the initial securing of the 
beachead. The ancient tranquil towns of Normandy stirred uneasy in 
the not June sun as the"long Toms" thunderingly announced their presence. 
The cannoneers (of which I am one) all had their Blue French Phrase 
books, but they were too occupied at this date to worry about them. 
There was only room on the beach for one heavy gun battery in the 
beginning. The remainder of the Battalion landed on June 12th (D46) 
and iimediately went into position in the vicinity of still-smoullering 
St. biere Eglise. It was here that Battery "B" rejoined the unit.. 

The invasion was nearing its second week when the Btta1ion 
displaced to new positions nearer Barneville. It was from here that 
Cherbourg Pennisula was first cut by fire. Foot troops completed the 
beach later and on the 19th of June the Battalion moved into new positions 

5000 yds in front of the foremost light artillerin the vicinity of 
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Negreville. It was from here that they rere  able to fire into 
Chorbourg, and fire they did, being the first artillery to shoot 
into the city. 

From here the battalion concluded the compaign of the 
Cherbourg Pennisüia, participating in the famous countermafch and 
headed south to take up positions at Picauville, where on July 4th 
they participated in the multi-gun Inclependance Day salute. Ilso 
from the position the battalion supported the infantry advance to 
La.Haye iJe Prits and the taking of Hills 121 and 131. 

On July 7th, positions were taken up in the vicinity of 
Coigny and then the battalion moved to the neighborhood of Tribehovr. 
fter days in softening Germany positions by massed artillcry, the 

bombers came, thousands of them, giving the Germans the most divestating 
evidence of allied air supremacy. To protect these bombers the 
battalion fired at all known locations of anti-aircraft guns. This 
'"as at the St. Le Perieses break through. 

Positions near Gerisy-La-Salle, Le Ilissial Amey, Hamby, and 
Villedieu Le Poeles fol1owèd rapidly. Then in a position in thicinity 
of Mortain the battalion encountered stiff enemy resistance. Th 
German Generals planned to drive through Lortain to split the American 
forces. It was the initial German trust that cut off the last Battalion 
and here began the most intensive American artillery bombardments yet 
experienced. For seven days and nights this battalion moved east and 
north to close the Palaise Gap with firepower from a position near the 
uicinity of St. Miohe]-Les-Aridaines. 

Position followed position, Chartres, Alencon, Courville, 
Sur Euro, Bauray, Villeneuve Le Conte, the Seine and Marne Rivers, 
Chateau Theirry and Suissions flashed by in rapid succession. 

The fortress city of Laon was last sizoa'ole place encountered 
the battalion in France and on the 4th of September they crossed the 

Belguim border. In the vicinity of Mens the battalion captured many 
prisoners, for an artillery unit, bringing the total for the battalion 
since July 7th to 250. 

Next on the route of the battalion was Charleroi, then Leige. 
It -ras from the next position in the vicinity of Herve that the Unit 
fired the initial rounds of the current war into Germany, firing at a 
railroad overpass in ldoresnet, Aaohen, Germany at 0830B on the 11th of 
September, 1944. It was a harassing mission assigned by higher authorities. 

Eupen was the last city passed through in Belguim, and on 
the 17th of September the battalion crossed the border into Germany. 
It was 92 days from the time the leading elements of the battalion landed 
on the Utah beach to the time it crossed into the Riech. During this 
time six enlisted men of the unit had received battlefield commissions, 
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two Captains had been promoted to Majors and two Lts. to Captains. 

As the 1st Battalion of the 144th Field Artillery, the 980th 
F. .Bn. was a California National Guard Unit, Headquarters Battery, 
Battery "B" and Service Battery were formed in Bakersfield. Battery ?tAfl 

i's farmed in Santa hrie, and Battery "C" was redisgned from Battery "E", 
143rd 	in Santa Barbara. There are many men from Pennsylvania, 

York and Iov.a in the battalion, however, every state is represented. 
After intensive training in the U.S. the battalion embarked for the 
British Isles, arriving there in January 1944, where it was stationed 
until the start of the invasion. 
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QUARTERMASTER ACTIVITIES 
CAMERON STATION, U. S. ARMY 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

N REPLY 

REFER TD 

QNACH 1424.2 & 421.1 
980th FA Bn 

NEMORA1TDUN FOR RECORD: 

1 APR 195 

SUBJECT: Rescission of the Coat of Arms for the 980th Field Artillery 
Battalion 

1. The coat of arms approved for the 980th Field Artiflerl Battalion 
by letter SPQRD 42I.2 980th F.A. Bn. the Office of The Quartermaster 
General, 24 November 1943,  is rescinded this date. 

2. This rescission is in accordance with Lineage for the 185th 
Infantry Regiment, California National Guard dated 6 September 1.951,which 
was verified by the Office of the Chief of Military History 18 April 1956 
as being a current history on the organization. 

3 • The 980th Field Artillery Battalion inactivated November, 194, 
was reorganized and Federally recognized 27 August 1947 as 3d Battalion, 
18th Infantry Regiment, California National Guard. As an orgnic element 
of the regiment, the organization is no longer authorized a separate coat 
of arms. Records indicate a distinctive insignia was not approved. 

FOR THE CONMADER: 

ICHNG. 	.D TT, JRjor, QMC 
ief, Heraldic Services Division 

HERALDIC 

AD 	 p , p,  r1 TH 	 NPT TO INOIVIDUALS 



11 J1y 144. 

	

u 	rz 	tftu 	)t 	iri 	rili:' itt1 

Cotniing Cffioer, 80th Field Artillery atta1i0n, 

	

230, c/c 	aster, New York, ?. Y. 

, irtzctio 	f T'e Zecret&ry of lt,.vr thtre arc furniahed herewith 

	

t follo:in blazonrj 	description of the Coat of Arms for the 980th 
Artillerf flatalLon ajprov€d by litter SPflt 44.2 Mth !.A. 1rj, this 

'fice, 24 Novetber 1 9481 also fmintinf , of the coat of arns. 

'r b.id ir 	ulee, ii chief a fleur'-4e-li. 
or the secoad, in base a rizz1y bear of th 
first paleant within a bordure gules end or. 

	

t.T: 	Lone. 

WLTTO: Vinoiaue (e ooiquor). 

DEsCiX iION 

p80th Pield ArtillEry 3attalion w as redesijnated from the let 
'attalion, 144th Field itrtillery per A 20.2 (2-5.-4$) 0I-CN-L(, 
ated & P.bruary 1943. The I8Oth Field Artillery Lstt*io is en-

t.t1id to a streanor in the co1or of ihe V iatory ibbon without 
ii oription. 

The desin is that of the coat of aria for the 144th ?i1d krtillery 
ithin a bordure to indictc 1osceztt of the 980th ?ic,ld Artillery 
ttaiion ti-on that oraniation. The ahield is diLded red, the 

oolor of Artillery, and yellow, the color of Artillery guidon mark.. 
this. The flour-do-lib represents service in France and the beer 
alludes to the niclaiaw o f the organization. 

2. It to requested that aoknowledisent of receipt of the painting be 
made to this office by separate letter, this letter being retained for your 

'or The Quartermaster Oenerals 

00RGFI F. j)ORIOT, 
I Inol-?irtin 	 Colonel, Q. U. C., 

	

ncler or. Coy. 	 ':• ri1  , 



CO— OF ARt'& or_ THE 

QBOTH FILLD ATLLEQY ATTALION 
. o QA 	PFPQOVE..o 	 28 - JU 	 - 

ATtT I-4Ufl E 00 C5015 Ct-I I CF WERA.L0IC. SEClION 

a 



2d Ird. 	 D T : via 

Historical Section, A. . C., 10 January 1944. 

To: D, ASF, The Adjutant General. 

1. The 144th Field Artillery Regiment was originally organized, 
4 August 1917, as the 2d Field Artillery, California National Guard. It 
was redesignated the 144th Field Artillery, 65th Field Artillery Brigade, 
40th Djvj5jon, 3 October  1917.  The regiment served overseas during World 
War I s  but did not particirate in combat. It returned to the United States, 
and was demobilized 29 January 1919. 

2. Pursuant to 8th Indorsernent, Var Department, AG 325.455 (7 Liar 36), 
dated 2 June 1936,  the 144th Field Artillery Regiment, California National 
Guard, was reconstituted, and the personnel and equipment of the 2d Battalion, 
196th Field Artillery, were transferred to the 2d Battalion of the 144th Field 
Artillery. 

3. The  144th FIeld Artillery, California National Guard, was inducted 
into Federal service s  3 February 1941 s  and, pursuant to letter, War Depart-
ment, AG 320.2 (5 Feb 43) s  dated 8 February 1943s  the regiment was redesig-
nated as fol1s: 

Old designation 	 New Designation 
Hq. & Hq. Battery, 144th F. A. 	Hq. & }lq. Battery, 144th F.A. Group 
1st Battalion, 144th F.A. 	 980th Field Artillery Battalion 
2d Battalion, 144th F. A. 	 981st Field Artillery Battalion, 

4. The Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 144th Field Artillery 
Group; the 980th Fiel. Arilery, Battalion; and the 981st Field Artillcy 
Battalion are each entitled to battle honors, to and including 11 November 
1918, as £ollcMs: 

WORLD WAR: 
(Without inscription). 

Oliver L. Spaulding, 
OLIVER L. SPAULDING, 

Colonel, F.A., 
Chief. 

Thel. /d 
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P?D 424.2 

	

Oth F,A. Bn 	 24 November 1430 

:ifl?s Coat of Aras for the ROth ?tetd trti1lery Battalion. 

(7 anwwuliaL Offte.r, 93Oth VIol4 Prtillery 3atta1&on, 
rt Lsone.ri rod 'isaouri. 

I. 0y the authority de1eated to Th 	erternster enera1 by 
? -ud indorsent, AG 421.7 Inenia .15-42) (31, The P&jztent Can-
ral's Office, 0 October 1942 0, the coat of crs described below in 

approved undar the provia$.az** or Psraraph b, AR 260.40, 20 Noveber 
1931 for the 

!eO 	F.11:7Z.,  ARILT 	LIP. 

7irLDz er bend or mad gules s, in chief a thur.d.-1is 
of the seoon4, in base a grizzly beer at the 
first peasant within a bordure gulon and or. 

CT, 1on.. 

	

Y? 	Yincimn.s ('a conquer). 

r 
.2. 	£ 

The &th Pi' 1 rti11ery attelion eaa radesinst,d 
"rom the 1st Rattai1o, 144th rt.id Artillery per AG 320.2 

4-45) 	 dated Pebru*ry 6, 143. The 900th 
ie1d Artillery battalion is entitled to a atraaer in the 

ooiors of the Victory lilibbon without insoription* 

Tho design is that of the coat of arms for the 144th 
rttllary within a bordure to indlets deseent of the 

th 'ie1d #rtill.ry 3sttaiion fran that irenisetion. The 
hield is diid.d rad, the color of Artillery, and yellow, 

tkie color of Artilisry Cuiden markings. The fleur-e-1is 
ror*se*sts service in )rs.ue* and the beer alludes to the 
aiaknamw of the crsniaetjon. 

or The Quartermaster Geeersti 

g . 	 Ca1on:1 0 Q6 J 4  C., 



e 

thSIC LTR: sub: Goat of iirms for the 980th F-t dn. 

PQRD 424.2 	 1st Irid, 
}fADQUARTRS 980th F .A kattalion, leort  Leonard good, Missouri, 16 Nov 1943 ,  

TO: QUART A'rR G JRAL, (ATThNTION: Golonel Doriot), Washington, D.C. 

1. Suggesed design for Goat of Arms approved. 

2. Mottoes in order of choice with translations are submitted as 
foflows: 

Motto 

1. Semper Primus 

2. Gontendimus 

3. Invictus 

4, Per ardua ad astra 

5. Onthewày 

Translation 

"Always First" 

"e Fight" 

"Unconquerable" 

"Fight to the Top" 

6. Vincimus 	 "We Conquer" 

3. Request additional information as to availability of failities 
for manufacturing individual insignias for soldiers' uniforms. 

For the Battalion Commander: 

/ 

-'BuRDrr E. HASSLY 
Major, 980th Ft On 

xecutive 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE QUARTE•'MASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

SPQRD 424.2 
980th Field Artillery 

Battalion 
2 November 11 943, 

SUBJECT: Coat of Arms for the 980th Field Artillery Battalion. 

TO: 	Commanding Officer, 980th Field Artillery Battalion, Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

1. In view of the outline history of the 980th Field Artil-
lery Battalion, this organization is entitled to a Coat of Ains. 

2. In view of the fact that the 980th Field Artil1eryBat-
talion has descended from the 144th Field Artillery, it is sggest-
ed that the design of the Coat of Arms of the 144th Field Ar4illery, 
within a bordu.re gules and or, be used as the Coat of Arms fr the 
980th Field Artillery Battalion, as illustrated by Inclosure#1. 

3. It is requested that several mottoes be submitted n the 
order of preference, together with their translations, if in foreign 
language so that they may be checked against those approved for other 
organizations. The first suitable motto that is distinctive will be 
reserved for the exclusive use of your organization. 

4. Upon return of correspondence to this office, indicating 
concurrence approval of the Coat of Arms will be made. 

For The Quartermaster General: 

40-R&GrF. D 61 T.4.c,~ 
Colonel, Q.M.., 

Assistant . 

I md. 

mci. #1. Dwg. 

FQVICTORY 

L 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

IN REPLY REFER ?O______________ 

I. 

f / 

V 

I 

iIIIIIIIIIIC 

oa 



tvlOTTQl VINCMU5 

eOAT OF ARMS FOR STANDARD OF 

980-1-H FIELD ART1LLERY BATTALION 
PULL SIZE 

QEFERENCE; QM-DMWrWGJV0.5-C--12Zl 



~ncimu 

CQ.T OF ARA8 -O- rHE 

Q8OTH FIELD ARTILLQY BATTALION 
OQA . APPQovo 	ze - 

('4KL 
AflT-iUtt E..OUOIS CHIEV, Hea.LOIcS.c-rIo 



SPCD 4*4.2 
£8Oth PA. En 
	

24 )Iavsabsr 1943. 

ZUBJCT; Coat at Arms for the P00th PisId Artillery Battalion. 

TO: 	commianding Ottic.r, 980th P1.14 Artillery Batt..lion, 
ort L.onerd Woods  Missouri. 

1 • 	1y the authority d.lspts4 to The 'uazt.rmaster Cr onoral , by 
2nd Yndorsenent, AG 4*1.7 Insigmis (P..I5.42) OB-!, The Adjutont (rón-
ral 'a Office 8 October 1942, the scat of srss described b.low is 

approved undr the provisions of ftregmph 0. AR 280-10, *0 Novszber 
1931 for the 

t8Ti Fl*'-..LD ARTILLE.RT DATTAL?O4 

BlAZON 

.JYLD: 'er bend or and gulos &  in objet a ttour-d.-1is 
- 

	

	of the aeeecd, in baas a gri&xly beer of the 
first peasant within * bordure gui.s and or. 

c(31ST, 

RT) $ Vinctaus (. conquer). 

cw 

The 900th ie1d Artillery 9att*lion was rede. insted 
,rom the let %ttslian 1  144th Field Artillery per AG 320.2 

b-40) 	-014. dated Psbrusry &, 1943, The ROth 
te1d Artillery att*ltce is entitled to a atreener in the 

colors of the Victory Ribbon withoat inscription. 

The doe in is that of the ca*t of arms for th le, 144th 
told Artillery within a bardure to indloets dont of the 
Otr yield Artillery Oattaltoc from that organization. The 

6j,1d is divided red, the color of *rti1lery, and yellow, 
t odor of Artillery guidon msrkinp. The flew-do-its 
rrssents servic, in Prance and the bear alludes to the 
ntoknems of the organization. 

r The *rt.riasitr G.nersl i 

G}OR0S P. rOv1 T, 
Colonsi, 4 8 M. C., 

Assistant. 



PD 4242 
80th IP.A. In 
	

24 )ioveaber 1943. 

U!,TFCTv Coat of Anse for the 980th 7ietd ArtMery Battalion. 

TOt 	Csndiug Officer, 980th P1.3d Artillery Battalion, 
?ort Laonard mood, Misiow'i. 

1 	y the authority d.lsstsd to The Quurt.rr,.st.r General by 
2nd 7ndors'uent, AG 4*1.7 Insignia (9..18-42) Os-I, The kdjutAmt Gen-
eral's Office, 0 October 1942, the coat of ems described b.1cv is 
tpprowed under the provisions of Psrsgreih 3, AR 260-10, *0 !owcnber 
1931 for the 

8OT1, FILLD ARTILUft BATTAL1OJ 

BlAZON 

r bend or and guloo &  in ob.i.t a tIuur-d.-li. 
- 

	

	of the scecn4, in bese a grissly bear of the 
first paaeant within a borduro gules and or. 

none. 

')TTO s Ytnejaus (;• conquer). 

U!SCai 

The 930th Field £rtillerl Battalion was r.deaitad 
from the let Rattalion. 144th FIeld Artillery per .A 320.2 
2..b.43) (I1!4,  dated Pebmusry 6, 1943. The 930th 

rield Artillery Battalion is entitled to a strceaer in the 
colors of the Victory Ribbon without inscription. 

Th dssiçn is that of the coat of arms for the 144th 
iejd Artillery 'within a bordure to imttoato descent aZ the 
3Gth Field Artillerj Battalion tron that organization. The 

Miteld is divided red, the color of .&rttllory, and yellc*, 
tn., color of Artillery guidon nerkinp. The fl.ur-c-1is 
rpresents servic. in Prance and the bear a1l&d*s to the 
nicknas of the organisatton. 

'or The Quarterrteat.r General a 

GGE P. OX"T, 
Colonel, q. . c., 

Las is taut 


