CALIFORNIA MILITARY DEPARTMENT HISTORY PROGRAM
2814 B Street
Sacramento, CA 95816

The Institute of Heraldry, US Army Historic Data File
980" Field Artillery Battalion

Digitized 30 August 2018



- = - Somewhere in Germany

For U.S. Artillerymen of the 980th F.A.Bn., October |24, 1944
was a memorable date, It was then thut the War Department 1i Pted the
lid on the censorship thut had confined the activities of the Battalion
to the secret list, since its initial landing as the first American
heavy artillery to come ashore in Normandy, on Utah Beach in the early
days of the invasion,

For 140 action filled days, men of the 980th F.A.Battalion,
that was the formerly the lst Battalion of the 144 gr., F.A., remained
on a constant combat status and sweated out official word that their
prresence on the continent and the numerous firsts that they had ob-
tained might be published - = = - all the way from the beachhead to 4
the gearter Reich, The 980th F.A.Bn, is still on a combat status ---

they've nver been otherwise =-- but now it can be told, ‘
|

Now it can be told how the 155 m.m., gun battalion, commanded
by Lt. Colonel Harold C. elch of Santa Barbara, Calif, was the first
artillery to cut the Cherbourg Pemmisula by fire; how it was #ne first
artillery to fire on a military target in the city of Cherbourg; how
at 0830 hrs. on September llthj it was the first unilt to fire into
Germany on a target at Bildchen, a suburb of Aachen,

Leading elements of the Battalion came ashore on June 7th (Ds4l).
That was Battery "B" with a cub plane and a flying staff-sergeant (now
lst. Lt.) from the Battalion air section., The cub, famed as field
artillery's flying observation post, proved invaluable in the Normandy
hedgerow country. ‘

Battery "B" recounteracted and occupied positions at Turqueville,
Neuville au Plains, and Bardeinville in the initial securing of the
heachead. The ancient tranquil towns of Normandy stirred uneasy in
the hot June sun as the"long Toms" thunderingly announced their presence,
The cannoneers (of which I am one) all had their Blue French Phrase
books, but they were too occupied at this date to worry about them,
There was only room on the beach for one heavy gun battery in the
beginning., The remainder of the Battalion landed on June 12th (D46)
and immediately went into position in the vieinity of still-smouldering
St. Mere Eglise, It was here that Battery "B" rejoined the unit,.

The invasion was nearing its second week when the Battalion
displaced to new positions nearer Barneville, It was from hefe that
Cherbourg Pennisula was first cut by fire, Foot troops completed the
beach later and on the 19th of June the Battalion moved into new positions

5000 yds in front of the foremost light ar’cillery’ in the vicinity of
\
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Negreville, It was from here thut they vere able to fire into
Cherbourg, and fire they did, being the first artillery tO\ShOOt
into the city.

From here the battalion concluded the compaign of the
Cherbourg Pennisula, participating in the famous countermafch and
headed south to take up positions at Picauville, where on July 4th
they participated in the multi-gun Independance Day salute., Also
from the position the battalion supported the infantry advance to
La.Haye De Prits and the taking of Hills 121 and 131. “ :

On July 7th, positions were taken up in the vicinity of
Coigny and then the battalion moved to the meighborhood of Tribehow,
ifter days in softening Germany positions by massed artillery, the
bombers came, thousands of them, giving the Germans the moEt divestating
evidence of allied air supremacy. To protect these bombers the
battalion fired at all known locations of anti-aircraft guns., This
was at the St. Le Perieses break through,
Positions near Gerisy-La-Salle, Le Missial Amey,!Hamhy, and
Villedieu Le Poeles followdd rapidly. Then in a position in the wicinity
of Mortain the battalion encountered stiff enemy resistance. The
German Generals planned to drive through Mortain to split the American
forces, It was the initial German trust that cut off the last Battalion
and here began the most intensive American artillery bombardments yet
experienced. For seven days and nights this battalion moved east and
north to close the Palaise Gap with firepower from a position near the
vicinity of St. Michel=Les=Andaines. | i

Position followed position, Chartres, Alencon, Courville,
Sur Eure, Bauray, Villeneuve Le Conte, the Seine and Marne‘Rivers,
Chateau Theirry and Suissions flashed by in rapid succession,

The fortress city of Laon was last sizeable place encountered
by the battalion in France and on the 4th of September they crossed the
Belguim border. In the vicinity of Mens the battalion captured many
prisoners, for an artillery unit, bringing the total for the battalion
since July 7th to 250.

Next on the routeiof the battalion was Charleroi, then Leige,
It was from the next position in the vicinity of Herve that the Unit
fired the initial rounds of the current war into Germany, firing at a
railroad overpass in Moresnet, Aachen, Germany at 0830B on the 1llth of
September, 1944, It was a harassing mission assigned by higher authorities.

\
Eupen was the last city passed through in Belguiﬁ, and on
the 17th of September the battalion cressed the border into Germany,
It was 92 days from the time the leading elements of the battalion landed
on the Utah beach to the time it crossed into the Riech, During this

time six enlisted men of the unit had received battlefield\oommissions,




two Captains had been promoted to Majors and two Lts. to Caﬁtains.

As the lst Battalion of the 144th Field Artillery, the 980th
F.4i.,Bn, was a California National Guard Unit, Headquarters Battery,
Battery "B" and Service Battery were formed in Bakersfield., Battery "A"

vas farmed in Santa Marie, and Battery "C" was redisgned from Battery "E",

143rd F.A. in Santa Barbara, There are many men from Pennsylvania,

New York and Iowa in the battalion, however, every state is represented.
After intensive training in the U.S. the battalion embarked| for the
British Isles, arriving there in January 1944, where it was stationed
until the start of the invasion,
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QUARTERMASTER ACTIVITIES
CAMERON STATION, U. S. ARMY
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

IN REPLY

REFER TO:

QUACH h2h.2 & L21.h 21 APR 1958
980th FA Bn

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT: Rescission of the Coat of Arms for the 980th Field Artillery
Battalion

1. The coat of arms approved for the 980th Field Artill Battalion
by letter SPQRD 42,2 980th F.A, Bn. the Office of The Quartermaster
General, 2L November 1943, is rescinded this date.

Infantry Regiment, California National Guard dated 6 September 1951, which
was verified by the Office of the Chief of Military History 18 April 1956

2. This rescission is in accordance with Lineage for the &BSth
as being a current history on the organization.

3. The 980th Field Artillery Battalion inactivated Novemtler, 1945,
was reorganized and Federally recognized 27 August 1947 as 3d Battalion,
185th Infantry Regiment, California National Guard. As an organic element
of the regiment, the organization is no longer authorized a separate coat
of arms. Records indicate a distinctive insignia was not apprTved.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CHN G.k&O(DQTT, JR.
Jor, QMC
ief, Heraldic Services Division

HERALDIC

ADDRESS ALL REPLIES TD THIS OFFICE - NOT TO INDIVIDUALS




EPGRD 424.2 - s S g6
980th F,A. Bn el RN e E 11 July 1944,

SUBJECT: Coat of w‘t&'m'mmmzabunmumna. g

704 = GCommanding enxm, m risld Mnlny Battalion,
| ~ &vo 280, e/o mm, Tew Yerk, % »r. »

e iy dimiien of The Bmo‘ury of War ﬁurs are m-aum herewith
the following blasonry and deseription of the Coat of Arms for the G80th
~Pield Artillery Dattallion :yiprmd by letter SPOED 424.2 280tk ?.A¢ Bn, this .
effice, 8‘ m 19%15: 80 pniming -of the coat of aras, 1 :

|

BIAZGBRY

ISEIELD't Ptr w or sad fules, i’m chief & ﬂtur«dc-‘lh
T of the second, in bese & grizsly bear of the
first mmt u:mxin 8 bard\u*b mlu and or.

GREST: im. : ; :
HOTTO1 vmm (tie eonqaei) g
' ' mmmm

The sm Mdé Arﬁllcry Ba.wim wRe r-&u nbed fﬂn the lst
Battalian, 144th Pield artillery per AG 32042 z-s-w) DR=]=0H=M,
dated § Pebruary 1948, The 980th Pleld Artillery Battalion is en-
titled to a streamer in the colarn of: the Vi.ﬂory R.tbbm without
imariptim. : o !

The du,*.gn is 'ﬂms ot thc c«t of arms for the ld4th rma Artillery
within a bordure to indicate descent of the 980th Pield Artillery
Battalion from that orminﬁm- The shield is divided red, the
eclor of Artillery, and yollew, the color of Artillery guidon marke
ings. The fleur~de-lis represents service in France cnd the bhear
alludes » tha nichxm of the argmiution. T

2. It unqum ﬂat acknowledzmont otmnpt oftho puhtﬁubo
zldn to this office by “Wlh hﬁm'. this lotter Mq retained tar m
08e

ror mmmm Gwnh : V"v

001 po. “a Gis ‘
oo hMCHOFIL/.,ﬁ,

“tnder Sop. Oov gep. Cov H]EML@L@ f ﬂla‘E .



COAT OF ARMS FOR THE
O80TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

OQ M . APPROVED 28 - VUNE - 1949

Chwtos

ARTHUR E. DUDBOIS |, CTHIEF , HERALDIC SECTION




Historical Section, A. W Ciy 10 January 194k,
To: WD, ASF, -'me Adjntant General,

Xs The lldath Field lrtillary Regiment. was origimlly or g:izad,
L August 1917, as the 2d Field Artillery, California National Guard, It
was redesignated the li4th Field Arti.llery, 65th Field Artillery Brigade,

© 40th Diviﬁon, 3 October 1917, The regiment served overseas during World

- War I, but did not participate in coﬁ:at. It rebumed to the Uniud ‘States,
and was dmobﬂ.:lzed 29 January 1919, : ey e

I " Pursuant to. Skh Indorsement, War Department, AC 325.&55 (7 Mar 36) %
dat.ed 2 June 1936, the liLth Field B.rtillery Regiment, California National
Guard, was reconstituted, and the personnel and aqtﬁ.pmmt. of the 2d Battalion,
196th Fi.eld Arﬁllery, wore ‘transferred to the ad Battalion of the ].M.th F:I.eld

3, The Li4th Fiald Artillery, Galifmﬁa lhtioml Guard, was mducted
linte Federal service, 3 February 1941, and, pursuant to letter, War Depart-
ment, AG 320.2 (5 ?cb EB), dated 8 Febrnary 19213, the regiment was redesj.g-
nated as. follust g

ik i e 5O

2d Battalion, lkhth ?. A. el 98181 ﬁeld Artﬂ.lery Battalion,
Lo  The Headqurtm and Readzmart-ers Bnttery, Uth Field Artillery
Graup; the 980% ery Battalioni and the 98lst Field Artilleiy

Battalion are eaeh entit-hd to ba'atle homra, to and jnclnding b Hovaﬂ)er
1918, as follows: .

wm WAR: |
; ﬁi.i'.hmxt imeription). ;

m\m‘ Ls Spaulding,
 QLIVER L. SPAULDTNG,
; 00102161, F.An’
Chief ®

Tars It o
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BLAZON
SHIELD: Per bend. or and gules, in chief a fleur-de-lis of the second in base

rizzly bear Of the first passant within a bordure gules

cmgd or.

a
CREST: None.

MOTTO: Vincimus (We conquer).

980 = FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

Barree HoNORS ON STREAMERS

World War — without rnscription

R EFERENCE

DRAWING NO ~|

Base drawing of eagle
Base drawing with color specifications

Streamers

CE 5-6~1
CE 5=6=2
CE 5-5-2

PERTAINS To

REVISIONS

DRAWING N O

NO DATE

NO DATE

WAR DEPARTMENT
0.QMG

COAT OF ARMS FOR THE
STANDARD OF THE

980 == FIELD ARTILLERY BN.

SCALE DATE
Full size

|DRAWN [CHECKED ~EXAMINED
4 K

SUBMITTED A
L1
Pl & Al By
AR ¢ B0, Yo 6, WERALON, S
SPECIFICATION NO

DRAWING NO.

$5-62277

28 June 1944
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i ,""‘,"‘ the 1st Pattalion, 14éth Pleld

- volars of the Vieter,

tmxmf 4

m m Mi uﬁlw mmm 'l‘ rmlgum
réillery per AS 320.2
A ) Onel-Gyel, dated Pebruary 6, 1945, The 980th
mummtuuwmuxmrhﬁa
‘&ithuﬁmw-n. i s

s mmmumtumouiuwfnu.:m
\:..mawxmyﬂm;wummmutm
-;amm:;mnmhmmmmmm The

 shield is divided red, the color of Artillery, and yellow,
o mm#mﬂi«: guidon markings. The fleur-de-lis
,_mummmmamum

. | GRORSES ¥, DORIOT, ‘
; mm’ Qt m cu
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BASIC LTR:

SPQRD 424.2
HEADQUARTERS 980th FA Battalien, Fert Leonard Wood, Missouri,

Subs

@ -

Ceat of Arms fer the 980th F4 bn. ‘

lst Ind.

Sl B

16 kov 1943.

T0: QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, (ATTENTION: Golenel Deriet), Washingten, U.C.

1. Sugges?ed design for Ceat of Arms appreved.

2e
fellews:

3, Request additienal infermatien as te availability ef faJilities
for manufacturing individual insignias for soldiersd uniferms.

Mottees in erder of cheice with translatiens are submitted as

1.
2e
3e
Le
Se
6.

Motte
Semper Primus
Centendimus
Invictus
Per ardua ad astra
On the Way
Vincimus

Iranslatien

“Always First” |
e Fight" ot
#lncenguerable*

“Fight te the Tep*

“We Cenquer®

For the Battalien Commander:

I i =
BURDETT E. HAESSLY
Majer, 980th Fa &n

Executive

/

frrg ook

T g
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTE-"MASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

|

SPQRD 42142
980th Field Artillery
Battalion
2 November 1
SUBJECT: Coat of Arms for the 980th Field Artillery Battalig
TO: Commanding Officer, 980th Field Artillery Battaliony

Leonard Wood, Missouri,

1. In view of the outline history of the 980th Field A
lery Battalion, this organization is entitled to a Coat of Az

2, In view of the fact that the 980th Field Artillery
talion has descended from the 1li4th Field Artillery, it is sy
ed that the design of the Coat of Arms of the 1lh4th Field Art
within a bordure gules and or, be used as the Coat of Arms fq
980th Field Artillery Battalion, as illustrated by Inclosure

3« It is requested that several mottoes be submitted
order of preference, together with their translations, if in
language so that they may be checked against those approved i
organizations. The first suitable motto that is distinctive
reserved for the exclusive use of your organization.

L. Upon return of correspondence to this office, indic
concurrence, approval of the Coat of Arms will be made.

For The Quartermaster General:

1943

Ne

by Fto

\rtil-
'S o

Bat-
1ggest~
tillery,
or the
#Le

in the
foreign
for other
will be

cating

Colonel, Q.M.
Assistant.

Esinel, :
Incl. #1. Dwg.

Be,




WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO e e

AZ)#Z//M/ /:’)/L 4

| e
Lek, &/
&

R Gontd YL.0, Y, | B | ’
D #2% 2"’ /4 ors Vzb'—"f'ﬂ-ﬁ leﬁfié»? /ﬁ‘«:}‘;ﬁ:’ ¢ RPN ) ) PSR




VINCIMUS

@OAT OF ARMS FOR STANDARD OF

980w FIELD ARTILLERFE BATTALION
FULL SIZE

Rirerznes: CL/_"I Drawnic Vo 56-7/2 7 7




COAT QF ARMS FOR THE

O80TH FIELD ART\LLF_KY BATTALION

O QM O. APPROVED S JUNE - 1949

Dvbor &

ARTHUR E.DUBOCIS | CHIEF

; HERALDIC SECTION
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SPOD 424.2
$80th FuA. Bn : 24 November 1943.

SUBJFCTs Coat of Arms for the $80th Fleld irtvillery Battalion. |
T0¢ Commanding Cfficer, 980th Field Artillery Battalion,

Fort Leenard ¥ood, Misseuri. . |

1. iy the suthority delegated to The Tuartermaster Genersl by
2nd Indorsement, AG 421.7 Insignia (S=18~42) 0B=1, The Adjutant Gen-
eral's Office, 8 Ootober 1942, the coat of arms desoribed below is
approved under the provisicns of Parsgraph 6, AR 280~10, 20 Yovember
193) for the : ‘

RBOTE FINLD ARTILLERY BATTALIOE

BLAZOR “

JUIFLDy Per bend or and gules, in chiefl a flowr~de~lis |
of the second, in bese a griszly bear of the
first pessant within a bordure gules and or.

CRESTe  Home. |
MTT0: Vinelmus (¥e conguer). |

DRSCAIFTION \

The 980th Pleld Artillery Hattalion wes redesignated

“rom the lst Battalion, l44th Fleld Artillery per AG 380.2
[ 2=b~43) Ou=l-Gl=l, dated Pebruary &, 1943. The 980th |

Field Artillery Battalion is entitled to a stresmer in the
colors of the Viotory Ribbom without ivseription. |

The design is that of the coat of arms for the l44th
rield Artillery within a bordure to indicate dessent of the
v 30%h Pield Artillery Battalion from that organization. The
shield §s divided red, the color of Artillery, and yellow,
tae ooler of Artillery guldon markings. The fleur-de-lis
ropresents service in France and the bear alludes to the
nickname of the organisation. ‘

vor The Juartermaster Genersl:

‘1; v / 6L . Gﬂm ?. mﬁiﬁT. \
: ! J{ 14 ; ﬂﬂMI. Q. He C.,
“.Q'MQ |




SPHD 424.2
580th Pei. Bn 3 24 November 1“‘.

SURJFCT: C(oat of Arms for the 880th Field irtillery Battalion.

T01: Coumanding Cfficer, 980th Field irtillery Bathnon.
Fort Leonard ¥ood, mluurl.

1. Gy the suthority delegated to The Ww General by
Znd Indorsoment, AG 421.7 Insignia (9=16~42) OB-I, The Adjutant Gen-
eral's Office, 8 Qotober 1842, the coat of arms desoribed below i

spproved under the provisions of Parsgraph 6§, 4R 280-10, 20 November
1931 for the :

B8OTE FINLD ARTILLERY BATTALION
BLAZOR

A{IMLD: der bend or and gules, in chief & flowr-de-lis |
of the second, in bease a griszly bear of the
first pessant within a bordure gules and or.

CRESTe: Nonm.
NOTTO:  Vinelmus (Ye conguer).
DBEBCRIFTIOH

The 980th Mleld Ar¢illery hthlion wes redesigna
from the 1lst Rattalion, 144%h Pleld irtillery par AG 320.2
’2-5—43) ORe =Gk, dated W 8, 1948, The 980th
Field Artillery Battaliom is entitled to a streamer in the
colors of the Viectory Kibbom without iuseription.

The design is that of the coat of arms for the 144th
7iald Artillery within a bordure to indloate dessent of the
J80th Pisld Artillery Battalion from that organization. The
shield is divided red, the color of Artillery, and yellow,
tae goler of Art¢illery guldon markings. The fleur-de-lis
ropresents service in France and the bear alludes to the
nickname of the organisatien.

For The Juarternmaster Gessral:

\
‘1
i
GEORGES Y. DORIOT, |
Qolml. Qe M Coy
Asgistant.




