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MREFATORY NOTE

Volume I of 'History of the Fourth Army", approved. ty the Chief, Historical Sec-
tion, Army Ground. Forces, 13 December 1944,1 carried the Army's history through August,
1944, when the Fifteenth Army was activated an& an almost entirely new staff took over
Fourth A m . -... C,

Volume II continues the history from that time until 1 September 194., the date of
the formal surrender of Japan.

Volume II is divied into five chapters--a general history of the comman and. four
more detailed. chapters on "Training," "lnspections," "Personnel" and "Redeployment,"
the four activities which include most of the Army's more important work during the
last year of the war.

Copies of all reference documents referred. to in footiotes in this volume have
been assembled in one file in the Records .Branch, Adjutant General Section, Headquart-
ers Fourth Army. This file is entitled 'ile of the Historical Officer" and is under
number 314.7.

All reference documents referred to in the text as "Secret" or "Confidential" have
been downgrade& to "Restricted". The classification of the history as a whole is
"RestrictedY

The date of writing of this volume was 1 October 1945. As of the date of writing
the Reoords Branch, Adjutant General Section, Headquarters Fourth Army, had 15 cabinets
of current files. All staff Sections, as of that date, maintaled& more or less com-
plete files of non-record. documents pertaining to their activities but the Adjutant
General Section maintained all permanent files.

Standard. Army filing practices were followed to the letter in the Records Branch.

Records were only fairly complete for the period from 15 September 1943 (when the
Fourth Army was separated. from the Western Defense Command anA moved to San Jose,
California). to 15 January 1944 (when Fourth Army moved from the Presidio of Monterey,
California, to. Fort Sam Houston, Texas). Records were complete from 15 January 1944
to the date of this writing.
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HEADQUARTERS ABMY GROUND FORCES

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

314.7(1 Sept 1946)GNHIS 1 September 194J.5N,,

r SUBJECT: Studies in the History of Army Ground Forces

* TO: All Interested Agencies

1. The history of the Army Ground. Forces as a command was
prepared during the course of the war and. completed immediately
thereafter. The studies prepared in Headquarters Army Ground.
Forces, were written by professional historians, three of whom
served as commissioned officers, and one as a civilian. The
histories of the subordinate commands were prepared by historical
officers, who except in Sec6n. Army, acted as such in addition
to other duties.

2. From the first, the history was designed primarily for

the Army. Its object is to give an account of what was done
from the point of view of the command preparing the history,
including a candid, and factual account of difficulties, mistakes
recognized as such, the means by which, in the opinion of those
concerned, they might have been avoided, the measures used to
overcome them, and. the effectiveness of such measures. The
history is not intended to be laudatory.

3. The history of the Army Ground Forces is composed of
monographs on the subjects selected, and of two volumes in which
an overall history is presented. A separate volume is devoted
to the activities of each of the major subordinate commands.

4. In order that the studies may be made available to
interested agencies at the earliest possible date, they are
being reproduced and distributed in manuscript form. As such
they must be regarded as drafts subject to final oditing and

revision. Persons finding errors of fact or important omissions
* are encouraged to communicate with the Commanding General, Army

Ground Forces, Attention: Historical Section, in order that
corrections may be made prior to publication in printed form by
the War Department.

BY COMMAND OF GENERAL DEVERS:

Colonel, AGD

1 Incl: Acting Ground Adj General
0 Historical Study
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CHAFJM I

BAC0OUND AND MISSION

The Fourth Army was one of the four field armies formed within the continvntal
limits of the United States in The su mer of 1932. The purpose of these armies, as
stated by the Chief of Staff, Generai Douglas MacArthur, cofes under five heads: (1)
planning: to provide agencies *"to complete the development of war plans prepared by
the War Department General Staff"1 r(2) command and staff: to form higher coweands-?pre-
pared to take the field and execute the plans prepared-",(3) training: --- o provide
agencies for the conduct of command post and other suitable peacetime training exer-
ciseB",;7 (4) mobilization: ;i-o provide ... an adequate force, within the minimim of
time with the maximun of training, sufficient to protect any general mobilization that
may be necessary'-(5) emergency defense: "to provide a force sufficient to handle all
emergencies short of general mobilization."l-

The area of the Fourth Army was to comprise the Seventh and Ninth Corps Areas. Its
mission was to deal with the Pacific Coast. The preliminary assignment of forces to the
Fourth Army was as follows:

Headquarters, Fourth Army
Special Troops, Fourth Army
Army Troops, Fourth Army

VII Corps
34th Division (NG)
35th Division (NG)

If Corps
3rd Division (RA)
40th Division (NG)
41st Division (NG)

XVII Corps
7th Division (RA)
88th Division (OR)

XIX Corps
89th Division (OR)
96th Division (OR)
102nd Division (OR)
104th Division (OR)

Cavalry Divisions
2nd Division (RA)
3rd Division (RA)

24th Division (NG)66th Division (NG)

The senior corps area commander was to be the commander of each of the new armies,
with a staff consisting of the corps area chief of staff and such other members of his
corps area staff as he might designate. Major General Johnson Hagood assumed command
of the Fourth Army on 15 August 1932, and announced that headquarters would be located
at Omaha, Nebraska.2 The initial staff consisted of Colonel Alexander M. Miller, Jr.,
GSC, Chief of Staff, ard Colonel John 0. Steger, AGD, Adjutant General.3

-
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The only major events reflected in the existing records of the Army for the period
preceding 1940 are as follows:

18 June 1936 - Announcement was made of the location of
Headquarters Fourth Army at Presidio of San Francisco,
California. 4

20 October 1936 - Major General George S. Simonds assumed
command of Fourth Army. 5

24 May 1938 - Major General Albert J. Bowley assumed command
of Ninth Corps Area and Fourth Army. 6

On 5 December 1939 Major General John L. DeWitt was assigned to the command of
Ninth Corps Area and Fourth Army7 and promoted to the rank of Lieutenant General.

Following the organization of General Headquarters, U. S. Army, in 1940, the
Fourth Army was assigned to the Field Forces during the autumn of that year under the
command of Lt. General John L. DeWitt, with station at the Presidio of San Francisco,
California.8 The majority of key staff personnel was furnished b Headquarters, Ninth
Corps Area, subsequently designated as the Ninth Service Command.>

Initially, the Fourth Army was assigned the following major units: I Corps,
Major General Kenyon A. Joyce, commanding, consisting of the 3rd and 41st Divisions;
the III Army Corps, activated in December 1940, and stationed at the Presidio of
Monterey, Major General Walter K. Wilson, commanding, subsequently made up of the 7th.
and the 40th Divisions; the Ninth Joast Artillery District, including harbor defenses
of Puget Sound, Columbia River, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego, Brigadier
General Henry T. Durgin, commanding.

The Fourth Army was assigned a training mission. Initial training of assigned
units culminated during the sumaer of 1941 in a Command Post Exercise and corps and
army maneuvers. The Command Post Exercise and corps maneuvers were executed at the
Hunter Liggett Military Reservation, California and its vicinity, the Army maneuvers in
the Pacific Northwest.

During the period immediately preceding the outbreak of war, the Commanding General,
Forth Army, was assigned in addition the mission of constituting the Western Defense
Command, preparing plans for zhe defense of the Pacific Coast, and setting up the
defense of Alaska. When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the Fourth Army had plans
completely prepared for the execution of its mission -- defense of the West Coast and
Alaska. Before the smoke cleared away over Hawaii, assigned corps and divisional units
were moving to defense positions along the Pacific Coast, while Alaskan installations
reverted tc full alert status.

Since the Western Defense Command prior to this time had been only a planning
agency, the entire headquarters of the Fourth Army was incorporated into the defense
command organization designated as Western Defense Command and Fourth Army. 1 0 Troop
concentrations were put into effect and troops, including reinforcements, immediately
organized their defenses to carry out assigned missions.

Inasmuch as the operation of the Fourth Army, for the ensuing period of the mer-
gel , was incidental to the operation of Western Defense Command it is not proposed to
co.er the period in any detail in this narrative. The history of that period belongs
more properly to Western Defense Command.

2 7



During the entire period from the outbreak of war to the occupation of Kiska
Island, the efforts of Western Defense Command and Fourth Army were directed largely
toward the defense of Alaska and expulsion of enemy Japanese from the Aleutians.
Alaska was reinforced by units drawn from the continental defenses under control of
Western Defense Command and Fourth Ariy, including infantry, field artillery and serv-
ice troops, while Fourth Army and Western Defense Command was reinforced by one corps,
three infantry divisions, three separate infantry regiments and numerous artillery,
coast artillery, and antiaircraft units furnished by General Headquarters. In addition,
the Fourth Air Force was placed under command of Fourth Army and Western Defense
Command. 11

Separation of Fourth Army from the Western Defense Command was effected on 15
September 1943,12 whereupon Fourth Army Headquarters was reorganized at the Presidio of
San Francisco. The next day the headquarters moved to San Jose for temporary station,13

subsequently designated as a permanent station.14

A number of the officers designated for Army Headquarters had served for varying
lengths of time with Fourth Army, either prior to its incorporation with Western
Defense Command, during the period of consolidation with Western Defense Command, or
with a sector staff under Western Defense Command and Fourth Army.

On 18 September 1943, the Fourth Army closed its command post at the Presidio of
San Francisco and opened at San Jose, California.15 In a new setting it embarksd upon
new tasks and new missions.

TE COMMANDING GENERAL

Lieutenant General William H. Simpson, Commanding General of the Fourth Army, was
born at Weatherford, Texas in 1888. His father, Edward J. Simpson, served in the Con-
federate Army under General Nathan Bedford Forrest, in the famous Tennessee Cavalry. 1 6

Graduated from West Point in 1909, he became, at the age of thirty, Chief of Staff
of the 33d Division, a unit which saw considerable action in 1918. In the years between
he served in the Philippine Islands, on the Mexican border with General Pershing's
expedition, and at various posts in the continental United States, including a one-year
assignment at the Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco and a detail as aide-de-
camp to General George Bell, Jr., commander of the El Paso district, in 1917.

Entering the first World War as captain, he left it a lieutenant colonel, with
four decorations for his war services: the Chevalier of the Legion of Honor and the
Croix de Guerre from France, and the Distinguished Service Medal and Silver Star cita-
tion from his own country. In between succeeding tours of duty he attended the advance
course of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, the Command and General Staff School at
Fort Leavenworth, and the Army War College. On gre uation from the latter, General
Simpson was assigned to the Military Intelligence ;ction of the War Department General
Staff, where he eventually became executive office.,. Following this assignment was a
four-year tour of duty as Professor of Military Science and Tactics at Pomona College,
Pomona, California, after which he returned to the Army War College as instructor. In
1938, closely following his promotion to the grade of colonel, came his appointment as
Director of the Military Intelligence Division of the College.

As a colonel, he was placed in command of the 9th Infantry at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, and two months later he was appointed Brigadier General and Assi,-,tant Commander
of the 2nd Division. In 1941 he was promoted to the rank of major general, and shortly
afterward became commander of the 35th Infantry Division. In 1942 he assumed command
of the 30th Division at Fort Jackson, and on 1 September of that year he became command-
ing general of the newly activated XII Corps.

-3-
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I
On 27 September 11943, General Simpson was ordered to take command of the Fourth -*

Army and was simulteaeously elevated to the rank of lieutenant general.1 7 He formally
assumed command of the Army on 13 October 1943,18 with his arrival at the Headquarters,
San Jose, California.

MISSION AND POLICIES

As Commanding General of the Fourth Army, General Simpson commanded an Army whose
most important mission was the training of major units of the Army Ground Forces for
eventual combat duty overseas.

On assuming conmand, General Simpson set up two definite objectives for the Fourth
Army Staff.19 The first was to learn to operate efficiently as a staff and carry out
its current mission of training. The second was to prepare itself thoroughly for over-
seas combat duty. In regard to the Fourth Army's training mission, General Simpson be-
lieved that the Fourth Army had a distinct advantage in operating as a large homogenous
unit, with no intervening corps, which permitted a close association of the staff with
troops. This was an advantage with reference to his primary interest, stated in the
words: "The Fourth was a field Army -- a fighting Army."

There were several particular phases of Fourth Army development which General
Simpson personally stressed.2 0 The most important of these was advance planning, and
hardly less important, the maintenance of housekeeping and training standards. At one
of his first staff meetings he declared in connection with these fundamentals: "My
standard is superior, my aim is perfection."

General Simpson instructed his officers that while on visits of training inspec-
tion, they should demand a high standard of housekeeping ifi barracks, kitchens and
storerooms in the units visited. He required the maintenance of a high standard in
housekeeping in barracks, believing that excellence shown here would carry over into
the field. He applied the same criterion to saluting, discipline, bearing and military
courtesy.

The individual and tactical training program of the Fourth Army was of vital con-

cern to General Simpson.21 He believed that the secret of effective training was care-

ful preparation, first on the part of the higher commander of the group, regiment or
battalion, down to the junior officers and non-commissioned officers.2 2 Advance plan-
ning was even more important in tactical training than in NTP. Training carried out
without such planning was necessarily haphazard. Conversely thorough planning brought

gratifying and effective results. A training field army, said General Simpson, was as
good as the standards it set and maintained. 3

SAN JOSE 4

The short stay at San Jose served mainly to get the staff acquainted. The head-
quarters was housed in the Commercial Building, on North First Street, in downtown San
Jose.24 When General Simpson assumed command he found that office space for the head- I
quarters, and housing accommodations for enlisted men, were inadequate. He immediately
set about correcting these deficiencies.

25

During the seven weeks the Fourth Army was located at San Jose the original "cadre"

of 38 officers and 13 warrant officers26 was augmented by new personnel. By the 21st
of October the staff comprised 180 officers,2 7 brought from various stations throughout
the Uhited States.

Since only a few troops had been assigned to the Fourth Army,28 there was little
actual staff work to do. As a result, the efforts of the staff were concentrated on

4, J

......................................



not be necessary. In the extensive exchange of correspondence with the War Department -

on the project, General Moseley wrote, "...I am very anxious that our problem shall be

a perfectly natural one, based on a natural situation which might confront the Third

Army in the Gulf of Mexico and along the Rio Grande. Although funds will not permit us

to have the Third Army in any one spot, each exercise can be based on the same general

situation and be a perfectly natural incident in that general situation. "1
2  .. ...

The general situation finally agreed on was as follows:
1 3

"A coaliticn of Brown powers has declared war on the United States, and
gained control of the South Atlantic. The U. S. Fleet is engaged in the Pacific."..., ..

Ocean and unable to detach any units for operations elsewhere. Mexico, loyally
adhering to her traditional friendly attitude, opposed the landing of Brown forces
but was unable to prevent a hostile landing at Tampico. These BROWN forces and
others which landed at Port Isabel, Port Aransas and Corpus Christi, have advanced
northwest and are now threatening San Antonio and El Paso.

"Our Naval Intelligence reports a strong hostile convoy in the Gulf of

Mexico sailing north toward the Gulf Coast of Mississippi apparently with the "

mission of opening the Mississippi River. Our Naval Offshore Patrols have en-

countered hostile naval scouting forces in the Gulf of Mexico but none along the

Atlantic Coast.

"Except for coastal and land frontier guards, the mass of the Third Army was

initially concentrated on the Pacific Coastal Frontier. It is now being moved to

protect the Southern Land and Coastal Frontier with its reserves to be held in the

vicinity of Fort Warren, Wyoming, at the disposition of GHQ."'. .-

The general situation's theoretical initial concentration of the Third Army on the

Pacific C astal Frontier was for the purpose of making-an enemy invasion of Texas . . -,.

logical., -' -.

The purpose of the maneuver, as stated by General Moseley, was to provide training 1'1 '.6

in mobilization, concentration and field exercises under simulated conditions of modern
warfare; to train active units of the Third Army to concentrate at existing strength

for field exercises; to train all echelons in the logistics covering such a manuver,

and to develop further the spirit of cooperation among the three components of the
Ar.my.l"

Third Army forces of the Fourth Corps Area were to assemble in DeSota National

Forest, Mississippi. Third Army Forces within the Eighth Corps Area (commanded by

Major General Herbert J. Brees) were to be divide further in order to permit all

National Guard units in the area to participate.19 f r dmt

The maneuver period of the Fourth Corps Area- forces in the DeSoto National Forest

extended from 31 July to 14 August. Brown forces with a strength of more than 1,000

officers and 14,000 enlisted men concentrated in the Biloxi-LaRue-Wortham area, with .
,.

Biloxi as the Supply Base. Brown was ropresented by the 4th and 31st Divisions and."' .

Corps troops. Blue forces with a strength of more than 600 officers and nearly 8,000

enlisted men concentrated southeast of Wiggins, with Camp Shelby as the supply base.

Blue was represented by the 30th Division and the 6th Cavalry. Both sides had observa-

tion aviation.17  ...

The special situation, Blue exid Brown, in summary was as follows:1 8  .*,' .,, , , 4' 4 \ ,"

BLUE - The 30th Division with the 6th Cavalry and 16th Observation Squadron
attached, moving by rail from the Pacific Coastal Frontier, had the mission of

4
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getting settled and acquainted against the time when the Army would go to work in earn-
-* est. This time was not far off.

In the midst of discussions with the AGF Chief of Staff concerning housing facili-
ties for his headquarters, General Simpson learned that he would probably not get the
corps scheduled to operate under Fourth Army: namely, the IV Corps, stationed at Fort
Lewis, Washington, and the XVIII Corps, stationed at the Presidio of Monterey,
California. 2 9 A few days later, this fact was confirmed by the Army Ground Forces. 3 0

PRESIDIO OF MDI=

Since XVIII Corps had been ordered to another station, General Simpson recommended
that Fourth Army Headquarters be moved to the Presidio of Monterey, California, and
take over the housing and office facilities vacated by the Corps. The Army Ground
Forces approved this proposal.3 1

At this point Fourth Army was up against a problem of the first magnitude. 3 2 With
a new, and as yet incomplete staff, General Simpson was called upon to take over almobt
simultaneously units scattered over the entire length of the Pacific Coast whose super-
vision had recently required the attention of two corps headquarters.33 At the same
time the Army Headquarters was moving to a new location. In planning the simultaneous
relief of the two corps, Fourth Army had to devise a method to accomplish this as
expeditiously as possible, and, looking into the future, to shape a method of operation
that would be workable when the Army no longer had the assistance of intervening corps
headquarters. (This had to do with the control of miscellaneous units and will be
covered more fully in a later chapter.)

At midnight 31 October - 1 November, the newly organized Army Headquarters assumed I'%
command of the two armored divisions, the special troops headquarters and the miscel-
laneous units of the XVIII Corps located in California, generally south of San
Francisco.34 And at midnight 5 - 6 November the four infantry divisions, the special
troops headquarters, and the miscellaneous units of the IV Corps located in Oregon and
Washington and the 4th Cavalry Brigade in southern California were similarly transferred

:." to Fourth Army.35

Inasmuch as Fourth Army Headquarters was moving to Monterey, the assumption of the
functions of the XVIII Corps was relatively simple. About two-thirds of the Army staff
moved immediately to Monterey and sat in for a few days on meetings having to do with
corps operations before the corps was transferred.36

The relief of the IV Corps posed the main problem. Fourth Army did not have enough
personnel to handle the tremendous load. To meet this situation, it was decided that
IV Corps, which had been operating with both an administrative and a training augmenta-

0tion, would leave these augmentations with Fourth Army temporarily, inasmuch as similar
augmentations were available to the corps at its new station.

With this additional staff, Fourth Army went to work. 3 7 The personnel of the ad-
mimistrative and training augmentation and the personnel of the Headquarters 8th Special
Troops were temporarily formed into a forward echelon of Fourth Army with the conmmanding
officer of the Special Troops Headquarters designated as officer in charge.

It had been apparent from the start that it would not be desirable for Army to cut
* off abruptly the administration of IV Corps because of the length of time required to

transfer all the record and correspondence of the Corps to Army Headquarters. There
were many matters that would not permit the long postponement necessary tQ make this
transfer. To handle these, the idea of a forward echelon was conceived. 3 .

0
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The forward echelon immediately took over from IV Corps. The Army in the meantime
sent an officer from each section to go over'the files and records of his section and
determine which files would be needed at Army Headquarters. At the appropriate time,
this officer with all the necessary records pertaining to his section's operations was
moved back to Monterey. This movement was accomplished section by section over a period
of about three weeks.39 At the end of this period, the forward echelon was dissolved
and the personnel of the Corps training augmentation was released by Fourth Army and re-
joined IV Corps in the California-Arizona Maneuver Area. .

In addition to taking over the troops of the two corps, Fourth Army inherited the
task of closing the Oregon Maneuver Area.40 Training there had been completed but the
troops participating in the most recent exercises were still in the area. It was neces-
sary to move these troops out to new stations and to rehabilitate the area preparatory
to closing it.

Much credit is due IV Corps for its very commendable cooperation on this involved
problem. Corps, sensing the situation confronting Fourth Army, unde±took all of the
administrative work necessary prior to abandonment of this training area.41 It issued
all orders transferring units out of the area and provided personnel for the rehabili-
tation work.

Once the relief of the IV and the XVIII Corps had been accomplished and the Oregon
Maneuver Area was closed, Fourth Army settled down to the supervision of training and
administration of the 158,000 troops for which it had become responsible.

42

For the next few months the Army operated in the manner of a separate corps,
carrying out the work of both an army headquarters and a corps headquarters directly
under the Army Ground Forces. This double load made the operation during the remainder
of the stay at the Presidio of Monterey a large task, since the number of officers and
enlisted men continued below authorized strength. The Army commander insisted that the
headquarters be kept at minimum operating strength consistent with proper efficiency.

From the moment that Fourth Army began its operation at the Presidio. of Monterey
the Adjutant General's Section instituted a system of maintaining a double pet of rec-
ords, both of which were completely indexed and kept current, at all times.43 This
far-sighted policy made possible the subsequent expeditious and smoobhly-conducted
transfer of Fourth Army units to the III Corps. When one unit relieves another the
greatest single task is the adjustment of records to the satisfaction of both units. 4

In its method of operation Fourth Army had but to turn over one set of records to the
relieving unit and keep one for its own use. This proved to be an excellent solution.
Immediately on assuming command of the Third Army units the same system was instituted
so that when the time came for Fourth Army to move again the same smooth turn-over
could be expected.

FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS

Fourth Army had hardly been established on the west coast when the Army Ground
Forces, on the 4th of January 1944, directed that the Fourth ArK Headquarters move to
Fort Sam Houston, Texas to assume the duties of the Third Army.42 The III Corps was
orderp . from Fort McPherson, Georgia, to the Presidio of Monterey to replace Fourth
Army.41 Subsequent orders directed that a liaison detachment leave by air to be fol-
lowed by an additional advance detail as soon thereafter as possible.

On the 7th of January, Genera. Simpson, with a group of eight key officers, arrived
at Fort Sam Houston-7 and the advance detachment arrived three days later.4 8 The re-
mainder of the headquarters left California on 15 January at which time III Corps assumed
command 49
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