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Joseph   Anthony   Borges   Sr.    was   a   soldier   in   the   California   Army   National   Guard   from 
February   2,   1949   to   October   10,   1990,   an   illustrious   career   that   spanned   6   decades.   He 
enlisted   4   years   after   WWII,   and   served   continuously   for   41   years.   He   was   a   father, 
husband,   teacher,   administrator,   innovator,   humanitarian   and   friend   to   everyone   who 
knew   him.   The   National   Guard   was   part   of   his   extended   family.   As   a   Roman   Catholic   his 
faith   was   apparent   in   everything   he   did.   His   contribution   to   the   service   cannot   be 
measured   but   the   California   Army   National   Guard   would   not   be   the   same   without   his 
influence   and   contribution.   The   following   biography   documents   his   accomplishments 
and   shows   his   dedication   and   commitment   to   officer   training   and   commissioning   for   the 
State   of   California   and   the   United   States   of   America. 



 
 
The   Medal   of   Merit   (Second   Award)   Citation: 
 
“During   the   period   1   July   1975   to   30   August   1978,   Chief   Warrant   Officer   Joseph   A. 
Borges,   Sr.   held   the   position   of   the   Administrative   Assistant,   California   Military 
Academy.   Rarely   in   the   annals   of   the   California   National   Guard   has   an   individual   under 
any   circumstances   devoted   so   much   of   himself   to   a   given   task.   Chief   Warrant   Officer 
Borges   has   never   been   content   to   view   his   assignment   as   the   ministerial   function   it 
could   be,   rather   has   striven   to   refine,   streamline   and   improve   the   myriad   of 
administrative   missions   involved   in   the   operation   of   a   program   headquartered   at   on   site 
and   ongoing   at   two   other,   widely   separated   locations.   To   the   degree   that   it   is   possible 
for   an   individual   to   personify   the   dedication   required   for   those   who   wish   to   gain 
commissions   through   the   Academy.   His   own   example   in   this   regard   says   clearly:   “Follow 
me.”   Administration,   per   se,   offers   little   glamour   and   much   anonymity:   Chief   Warrant 
Officer   Borges   brings   constant   and   complimentary   attention   to   his   work,   rather   than   to 
himself.   His   maintenance   of   excellence   as   a   standard,   not   as   a   goal,   reflects   great   credit 
upon   himself   and   the   California   National   Guard.”  
 
Major   General   Frank   J.   Shober,   Jr.   Commanding.  
 
October   5,   1928    Jose   Borges   was   born   in   New   Bedford   Massachusetts   to   Eugene   and 
Maria   (Cabral)   Borges   who   immigrated   to   the   United   States   from   the   Azores   Portugal.   
 
February   2,   1949    Enlisted   in   the   California   Army   National   Guard.   First   assignment   was 
with   the   1/184th   Infantry   Regiment   (Sacramento   CA)   of   the   49th   Infantry   Division.   He 
rapidly   advanced   through   the   ranks   becoming   a   Squad   Leader,   and   then   Platoon 
Sergeant.   While   with   the   1/184th   he   appears   in   a   group   photo   that   was   take   at   Camp 
Cooke   CA   as   a   Sergeant   First   Class   (E-7)   in   June   of   1951,   and   in   another   photo   at   Fort 
Hunter   Leggett   in   June   of   1952.   These   dates   would   coincide   with   traditional   California 
Army   National   Guard   -   Annual   Training   (Summer   Camp)   periods  
 

NOTE:    Private   Borges   did   not   attend   traditional   Basic   Training   and   Advanced 
Individual   Training   (AIT)   as   that   training   was   not   available   to   National   Guardsman   (after 
WWII)   until   the   early   1960’s.   For   newly   recruited   soldiers,   this   training   was   conducted   at 
home   station   (During   drills)   and   at   Annual   Training   (usually   2   weeks   every   summer)   in 
recruit   battalions   formed   by   Divisions.   During   the   AT   phase,   instructors   and   TAC   officers 
were   often   cadets   from   the   state   OCS   Program   (This,   according   to   Robert   C.   Thrasher) 
 



NOTE:    Because   of   the   type   of   unit   he   was   assigned   and   based   on   the   positions 
held,   his   first   Duty   MOS   (Military   Occupation   Specialty)   was   likely   or   the   equivalent   of   a 
11B   (Combat   Infantryman).  

 
NOTE:    He   trained   at   many   bases   including   Camp   Beale   CA,   Camp   San   Luis 

Obispo   CA   (originally   named   Camp   Merriam),   Camp   Roberts   CA,   Fort   Hunter   Liggett 
CA   and   Camp   Cooke   CA(Now   Vandenberg   AFB   near   Lompoc   California),   *Ft.   Benjamin 
Harrison   ID,   *Fort   Rucker   AL,   Fort   Lee   VA,   Ft.   Benning   GA),   Presidio   of   Monterey   CA. 

*Correspondence   Courses 
 
NOTE:    Camp   Cooke   was   a   training   installation   for   units   slated   for   combat   in 

Korea,   as   well   as   a   summer   training   base   for   other   reserve   units.   Though   SFC   Borges's 
unit   was   not   mobilized   for   the   Korean   War,   it   is   known   that   his   unit   trained   at   Camp 
Cooke   in   1951   so   SFC   Borges   was   likely   involved   in   the   training   and   mobilization   of 
deploying   units.  

 
NOTE:    CWO   Borges   spent   many   summers   training   at   Camp   San   Luis   Obispo, 

the   home   of   the   original   OCS   program   for   the   California   National   Guard   that   became   the 
California   Military   Academy   around   1961-62.   Today,   the   State   military   schools   programs 
are   now   under   the   control   of   the   223rd   Infantry   Regiment   at   the   base. 

 
NOTE:    While   a   CW3   he   performed   a   buddy   seat   descent   from   the   250   parachute 

jump   tower   at   the   U.   S.   Army   Infantry   School   -   Airborne   Department  
 
April   17,   1949    Married   Lucinda   Miguel   (See   articles   printed   in   the   Grizzly   Magazine   and 
Supplement   below) 
 

NOTE:    The   military   story   about   CW4   Borges   would   not   be   complete   without 
mentioning   his   family.   Like   all   successful   soldiers,   the   support   of   their   spouse   and   family 
is   critical,   and   CW4   Borges   was   no   different.   What   made   his   situation   unique   was   that 
his   wife   Lucy   was   totally   deaf.   But   that   was   no   obstacle   to   Lucy   as   they   raised   6   children 
(Joseph   Jr.,   Lucinda,   Eugene,   Anna,   Martin   and   Anita)   in   Sacramento   California,   all   the 
while   providing   her   husband   with   the   support   needed   to   be   very   successful. 
 
Credit   should   also   be   given   to   his   parents,   Eugene   and   Maria,   who   helped   raise   their 
grandchildren,   and   raised   a   wonderful   man   to   be   a   good   son,   husband,   father,   soldier 
and   an   icon   in   the   California   Army   National   Guard.  



                                                                                                       
 
July   9,   1950    Atomic   Energy   Indoctrination   Course   at   Camp   San   Luis   Obispo   CA   (First 
record   of   Training   -   likely   given   at   Annual   Training) 
 
December   6,   1950    began   working   full   time   for   the   National   Guard,   at   State 
Headquarters   in   Sacramento   California.   Capt   Nicholas   Palermo   was   his   supervisor   and 
would   become   a   lifelong   friend.  
 
By   March   21,   1955    he   was   assigned   to   HHD   State   Headquarters   in   Sacramento 
California,   where   he   performed   the   duties   of      Cadet   Company   Supply   Sergeant   and 
HHD   First   Sergeant   (he   appeared   in   the   group   photo   for   the   Office   of   the   Adjutant 
General   on   this   date). 
 
Dec   14,   1956    became   a   Warrant   Officer.   His   first   assignment   was   in   the   Facilities 
Branch   for   the   State   of   California   Military   Department   (he   appears   in   a   Facilities   Branch 
group   photo   as   a   young   WO1).  
 
January   5,   1960    became   a   CW2.   It   was   around   this   time   he   was   a   mess   officer   and 
attended   the   Mess   Admin   Course   in   1961. 



1962    brought   his   sons   Joseph   and   Eugene   to   Camp   San   Luis   Obispo,   where   the   boys 
worked   in   the   CMA   mess   hall   serving   Cadets.   They   stayed   with   their   father   in   his 
quarters   (hut)   on   the   post.   Both   boys   would   go   on   to   graduate   from   the   Academy.  
 

 
 
May   2,   1962    CW2   Borges   became   the   Administrative   Assistant   of   the   State   Officer 
Candidate   School   (OCS)   Program   in   the   Operations   and   Training   Branch   at   State   HQ. 
The   OCS   program   would   become   the   California   Military   Academy.   His    position   would   be 
reclassified   as   Administrative   Officer.   His   Duty   MOS   was   711A   Personnel/Administrative 
Technician.    He   replaced   Robert   C.   Thrasher   who   would   become   a   lifelong   friend,   a 
Major   General   and   the   Adjutant   General   of   the   California   National   Guard   1988-1992. 

                                                                                                                                                          
 NOTE:    He   was   a   State   of   California   employee   on   his   full-time   job   and   a   CW4   in 
the   reserves   and   received   pay   from   both   the   federal   government   for   his   military   service 
(DFAS)   and   from   the   State   of   California   as   a   State   civil   servant.   He   would   earn 
retirements   from   both   systems   as   well   as   from   Social   Security.   His   wife   Lucy   would 
receive   spousal   survivor   benefits   from   all   3.  

 
NOTE:    The   schools   program   was   part   of   the   Operations   and   Training   with   Col 

Paul   Bifford   as   the   Chief. 



January   5,   1966    became   a   CW3 
 
January   5,   1972    became   a   CW4   and   spent   remainder   of   his   full   time   career   with   the 
California   Military   Academy. 
 
1974    Son   Eugene   E.   Borges   graduated   from   the   California   Military   Academy   and   would 
go   on   to   provide   support   as   a   TAC   Officer.   (Teach,   Advise,   Counsel)  
 
1975    Son   Joseph   A.   Borges   Jr.   graduated   from   the   California   Military   Academy   and 
would   later   provide   support.   In   1986   he   was   the   editor   of   the   Academy’s   yearbook,   ‘ The 
Golden   Challenge ’.   CW4   Borges,   was   the   yearbook’s   advisor   at   the   time.  
 

NOTE:    1974   and   1975   were   proud   moments   for   CW4   Borges   and   his   family.   The 
Chief   was   the   first   to   salute   both   sons   after   they   graduated   from   the   California   Military 
Academy,   receiving   the   traditional   dollar   bill,   with   CMA   Brass   attached,   that   went   to   the 
first   person   to   salute   a   new   Second   Lieutenant.  
 
1975    Certificate   of   Merit   for     Outstanding   Instructor   Performance   -   California   Army 
National   Guard   In   Service   Training   School   given   at   Camp   San   Luis   Obispo   CA  
 
1975   -1992    Volunteer   and   Coordinator   of   the     State   Employees   Holiday   Food   Program. 
He   received   a   Certificate   of   Commendation   signed   by   Governor   George   Deukmejian   in 
1984.  
 
1977    he   was   one   of   the   first   Warrant   Officers   in   California   to   graduate   from   the   Warrant 
Officers   Senior   Course.  
 
1980’s    Conducted   many   CMA   Leadership   Symposiums   throughout   California   including 
Los   Angeles,   San   Diego   and   Fresno.  
 
1980’s    Conducted   many   MP3   Mobilization   Preparedness   Workshops   throughout 
California.  
 
Aug   31,   1986    Life   Member   of   the   California   Military   Academy   Alumni   Association 
 
July   1,   1987    according   to   DA   4240   this   was   the   date   of   retirement,   which   is   believed   to 
be   the   retirement   from   his   State   Active   Duty   full   time   job.   He   remained   in   the   Army 
National   Guard   as   a   reservist   (See   Below)  



August   15,   1988    Transferred   to   Unit   Personnel   Tech   (420A0)   Detachment   4   STARC 
(State   Area   Command)   in   Alameda   California,   and   was   attached   to   the   340th   Support 
Battalion   in   San   Lorenzo   California   to   provide   administrative   support. 
 
November   1,   1990    retired   from   the   Army   National   Guard   and   transferred   to   the   Retired 
Reserve.   He   began   receiving   military   retirement   pay   with   4586   points. 
 
June   22,   2000    CW4   Joseph   Anthony   Borges   Sr.   died   in   Sacramento   California   and   was 
buried   with   military   honors   in   St.   Mary’s   Catholic   Cemetery.   
 
August   20,   2005    Camp   San   Luis   Obispo,   during   graduation   ceremonies,   restored 
Borges’   office   and   set   up   displays,   to   honor   his   more   than   36   years   of   service   to   military 
education   for   the   California   National   Guard.     (Hook   rug,   below,   was   made   by   Lucy   Borges) 

                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                   CMA   ring   belonging   to   CW4   Borges 

                                                                                           



Aug   and   December   2005    Articles   on   CW4   Borges   and   his   wife   Lucy   were   published   in 
the   Grizzly   Supplemental   and   in   the   Grizzly   Magazine   (See   Below)  
  
July   2017    Military   Veterans   Street   Banner   was   erected   in   Elk   Grove   California   honoring 
Chief   Warrant   Officer   Borges,   as   a   Veteran,   for   his   service   in   the   National   Guard.  
   

                   
  
  

NOTE:    Some   of   CW4   Borges   fine   collection   of   military   photos   and   memorabilia, 
will   be   donated   to   the   California   State   Military   Museum.   On   the   following   page   is   his 
1SG   Uniform   that   was   on   display   at   the   223rd   Inf   Reg   in   2005.   Also,   an   enlargement   of 
the   photo   on   the   left   that   shows   him   wearing   the   shirt.  



 



Schools   Attended:  
Atomic   Energy   Indoctrination   Course 1950 
GED   McClellan   AFB,   Sacramento   CA 1954 
Advance   Leaders   Course 1954 
Associate   Army   Intelligence   Company   Officers   Course 1960 
Mess   Administration   Course 1961 
Military   Personnel   Officer   Course 1970 
Automatic   Data   Processing   Systems   Analysis 1975 
Warrant   Officer   Senior   Course 1977 
BTMS   Managers   Qualification   Course 1982 
BTMS Platoon   Trainer   Workshop 1983 
Personnel   School 1983 
CAMIST   Ph   I 1984 
Personnel   Admin   School 1984 
Continental   Army   Management   Information   System   Training 1984 
USPFO   Proc   School 1986  
 
 
Awards,   Ribbons   and   Decorations 
Army   Meritorious   Service   Medal   (ARMSM)   
Army   Commendation   Medal   (ARCOM) 
Army   Achievement   Medal   (AAM) 
Army   Reserve   Component   Achievement   Medal   (ARCAM) 
Army   Armed   Forces   Reserve   Medal   (AAFRM)  
Army   NCO   Professional   Development   Ribbon   (NCOPD) 
Army   Service   Ribbon   (ASR) 
California   Medal   of   Merit   (CAMM) 
California   Commendation   Medal   (CACOM) 
California   Good   Conduct   Medal/Ribbon   (CAGCM) 
California   Service   Medal   (CACSM) 
California   State   Service   Ribbon   (CASSR) 
California   National   Guard   Drill   Attendance   Military   Ribbon      (CADAR) 
California   Commendation   Ribbon   (CACM)  
Governor's   Outstanding   Unit   Citation      (CAGOUC) 
 

NOTE :   Many   of   these   Ribbons   and   Medals   were   received   multiple   times,   as   the 
devices   on   his   ribbons   indicate.   In   addition,   CW4   Borges   received   dozens   of 
certificates,   citations,   letters   of   appreciation   and   other   written   accolades   during   his   41 
years   of   service.  



                                                                                                Medals   and   Ribbons      (In   order   of   precedence) 

                                                                    
                                                   California   Memorial   Medal   (Awarded   after   his   death)  

                                                                      



The   Next   six   pages   were   published   in   the   Grizzly   December   2005 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 
The   Next   two   pages   were   published   in   the   Grizzly   Supplement   August   20,   2005 



  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The   next   7   pages   were   extracted   from   the   California   National   Guard’s   54th   Annual 
Leadership   Graduation   Ceremony   program   August   20,   2005  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


