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History of the 140™ AAA Automatic Weapons Battalion (Sélf.-
Propelled) of the 40% Infantry Division, California National Guard

Background

The 140" AAA AW Bn SP is one of the five
artillery battalions organic to the Division
Artillery of the 40 Infantry Division. While
a part of the California National Guard as
the 272 AAA AW Bn in July 1946, it is a
part of a division whose history began in
July, 1917. :

40th Infantry Division

The 40" Infantry Division was first
organized as such from National Guard units
of California, Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico, and Utah on 19 July 1917, Since
that time, the 40" has participated in World
War 1 and I, the Korean Conflict, has
served in overseas combat on three
occasions, and, during peacetime, has been
utilized by the State of California in disaster
relief and the control of ¢ivil disturbances.

World War 1. The overseas tour of service
during World War I was in France and
extended from 31 August 1918 until 30 June
1919.

World War II. In world War II the
Division departed for service in the Pacific
Theater on 23 August 1942 and remained
overseas until 5 April 1946. During this
period it trained in Hawaii and had its first
taste of combat in the Solomon Islands on
22 April 1944. The Division received battle
credits for campaigns in the Bismarck
Archipelago, the Southern Philippines, and
in Luzon, for which Presidential Unit
Citations were awarded to elements of the
Division, and for which the Philippine
Presidential Unit Citation was awarded to
the entire Division. Following the cessation
of hostilities, the 40" performed occupation
duty in Korea from whence it was returned
to the US and demobilized on 7 April 1946
at Camp Stoneman, California. It was soon
reorganized as the California National
Guard and the first elements received
Federal Recognition on 14 October 1946.

Korean hostilities. Following the outbreak
of hostilities in Korea on 25 June 1950, the
Division was ordered to Active Federal
Service on 1 September 1950. It trained in
California until 24 February 1951, when it
was alerted for overseas shipment to Japan.
The first elements departed the US on 29
Match 1951 and arrived in Yokohama,
Japan, on 10 April 1951.

The Division trained in Japan until 24
December 1951, when it was alerted for
shipment to Korea. The Division arrived in
Korea during the months of January and
February 1952 and relieved the 24™ Infantry
Division near Kumwha. The Division has
been in the line, with short periods of relief
for reorganization and training, ever since,
and has acquitted itself well in all its
assigned missions.

The 40" Division Artillery

Division Artillery, composed of the 140
AAA Battalion and the 143", 625%, 980",
and 981 Field Artillery Battalions, has been
continually engaged with the enemy in
Korea since the day the 40™ first relieved the
24" Infantry Division at Kumwha, thus
fulfilling the age-old principle that “Artillery
is never in reserve.” Division Artillery has
not only supported its own division while it
was in line, but has in addition supported the
2" and 12" ROK Divisions, and has
frequently fired in support of Divisions on
its flanks,

The 140" AAA AW Bn (SP)

These dates are important in the history of
this Battalion. It was first organized as the
272" AAA AW Bn on 13 July 1946, was
Federally recognized 25 A‘Eril 1947, and
was redesignated as the 140" AAA AW Bn
SP and assigned to the 40™ Infantry Division
on 1 February 1949, with which it has
served since that date.
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